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Continued from No. 3. 
from an investigation into their truth or false- 


hoot EPEAL OF THE BANKRUPT LAW. 
Mr. EVERETT asked leave, pursuant to no- 
tice, to introduce a bill to repeal the bankrupt 


Jaw; and he wished it to be put on its second read- 


ing, and printed. [Objections were made from all 
of the House.} He would move, then, the 
suspension of the ruies, that it might be reeeived. 
Mr. HOPKINS called for the yeas and nays en 
the motion to suspend; and they were ordered, and, 
being taken, resulted—yeas 137, nays 63, as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, Arrington, 
Atherton, Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Boardman, Botts, 
Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Brockway, Bronson, Aaron V. Brown, 
Charles Brown, Jeremiah Browa, Burke, William Butler, 
William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C, Caldwell, 
Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Car- 
ruthers, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Mark A. Cooper, 
Cowen, Cravens, Cross, Daniel, Garrett“Davis, Richard D. 
Davis, n, Deberry, Doan, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Eg- 
pert, Everett, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Fioyd, For- 
nance, A. Lawrence Foster, Gamble, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, 
William O. Goode, Gordon, Gustine, Hastings, Hays, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hlubard, Hunter, Charles J. Inger- 
soll, Jacky Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Ken- 
nedy Linn, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert 
McClellan, McKay, McKennan, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, 
Alfred Marshall, Thomas F. Marshall, Mathews, Mattocks, 
Medill, Miller, Mitchell, Morris, Newhard, Parmenter, Pa. 

idge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Ramsey, Read, Reding, Rey 
nolds, Riggs, Rogers, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, 
Slade, Truman Smith, William Smith, Snyder, follers, Steen- 
rod, Stokely, Alexander H. H. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, 
Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Triplett, Trumbull, Turney, Under. 
wood, Van Buren, Wallace, Ward, Watterson, Weller, West- 
brook, Wise, Wood, and Augustus Young—137. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Ay- 
crigg, Baker, Barnard, Biair, Borden, Briggs, Chittenden, John 
C. Ciark,S8. N. Clarke, J, Cooper, Cranston, Cushing, Dawson, 
Fessenden, Fillmore, Gates, Giddings, Granger, Halsted, Henry, 
Howard, Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin. James, 
William Cost Johnson, Isaac D, Jones, Jolin P. Kennedy, Lane, 
Mathiot, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Moore, Morgan, 
Morrow, Pearce, Pendleton, Powell, Benjamin Randall, Ridg- 
way, Rodney,*"William Russell, James M. Russell, Stanly, 
Stratton, Toland, Tomlinson, Van Rensselaer, Warren, Wash- 
ington, Joseph 1. White, Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. 

liams, Winthrop, Yorke, and John Young — 63, 

The rules were therefore suspended by a ma- 
jority of two-thirds, 

Mr. EVERETT then introduced his bill, which 
was read a first and second time. It was as fol- 
lows: 

A BILL TO REPEAL TITE BANKRUPT ACT. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress agsembied, That 
an act entiled “An act to exablish a uniform system of bank- 
ruptcy throughout the United States,’ approved on the nine- 
teenth day of August, eighteen hundred and forty-one, be, and 
the same hereby is repealed; Provided, That this act shal! 
not affect any case or proceeding in bankruptcy commenced 
before the fifth day uf December, eighteen hundred and fort 
two; er any pains, penalties, or forfeitures, incurred under such 
act. 


Mr. EVERETT moved that the bill be printed, 
and that it be made the special order for Tuesday 


| 
next, | 
{ 


After some conversation between Mr. EVER- 
ETT, Mr. BARNARD, and the SPEAKER, 

Mr. BARNARD moved that the bill be com- 
mitted to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. EVERETT said, in his opinion, it would 
not be necessary to commit it. 

Mr. J, R. INGERSOLL suggested thata day 


from Vermont should be fixed, that gentlemen 
might have an opportunity to hear from their con- 
siiuents, whose opinions might possibly regulate 
the judgment of some gentlemen. He, therefore, 
Moved to strike out “Tuesday next,” and insert 
“Tuesday week.” 
Mr. EVERETT thought the time he had fixed | 
long enough. 
_Mr, PAYNE gave notice that, at the proper 
time, he should move to strike out the proviso. 
_Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said the sooner they-got 
rid of this question the better; and, therefore, he 
moved to make it the special order for to-morrow. 
Mr. BARNARD boped, when it was printed, 
he House would consent to act with that delibera- 
Kon in this case which marked their proceedings in 


j 
| 
| 

more distant than the one named by the gentleman 
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| others; and that they would consent to com- 

| mit this bill to a standing committee. 

| ‘The question was then taken on the motion of 

Mr. J. R. INcERsoxt, to postpone the bill to this 
day two weeks; which was lost—only 52 voting in 

| the affirmative. 

The motion of Mr. Cave Jonnson, to postpone 
until to-morrow, was also lost; the vote being 78 
in the affirmative, and 85 in the negative. 

The question then recurred on the motion of the 
gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Everett] to print 
and postpore until Tuesday next; which was 
agreed to. 


TAMPERING WITH THE EXECUTIVE. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he had voted against 
the resolution of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Borrs] as a question of privilege; but he was 
anxious to ascertain the fact, if any gentleman had 
been tampering with the Executive. If such were 
the fact, he wished those gentlemen to be exposed 
to the public indignation; and, therefore, he de- 
sired to offer a resolution which he had prepared. 

Mr. FILLMORE hoped the gentleman from 
Kentucky would give way,so thatsome Executive 
communications now on the Speaker’s table might 
be received, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said it would occupy but 
a moment to dispose of his resolution, and the Ex- 
ecutive communications could be received imme- 
diately after. 

Objections were made to the reception of the 
resolution of the gentleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved asuspension of the 
rules for the reception of his resolution. 

Mr. CUSHING ca'led for the yeas and nays; 
which being ordered, resulted as follows—yeas 109, 
nays 78; which being less than a majority of two- 
thirds, the motion to suspend the rules did not pre- 
vail. 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, Arnold, Ar- 
ringion, Aycrigg, Babcock, Barnard, Barton, Bidlack, Birds- 
eye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Jeremiah Brown, Wil- 
liam Butler, Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Camp- 
bell, Caruthers, Johu C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, J. Cooper, 
Mark A. Cooper, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Garrett Davis, 
Deberry, John Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Fos. 
ter, Gamble, Goggin, Gordon, Halsted, Henry, Holmes, C. J. 
Ingersoll, J. R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, Isaac D. Jones, 
John P. Kennedy, Andrew Kennedy, Lane, Linn, Littlefield, 
Lowell, Robert McClellan, McKennan, Mallory, Thomas F. 
Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Meriwether, Mor- 
gan, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Payne, Pearce, Pendleton, 
Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Rayner, Reding, Ridgway, 
Rodney, William Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Shep- 
perd, Slade, Truman Simith, Sollers, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, 
Alexander H. H. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, Joho B. Thomp- 
son, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompsén, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Turney, Underwood, 
Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Ward, Warren, Washington, Wel- 
ler, Joseph L. White, Christopher H, Williams, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, Wise, Wood, Augustus Young, and John Young --109., 

NAYS—Messrs. Alleo, Sherlock J. Andrews, Atherton, Ba- 
ker, Beeson, Black, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Aaron V. 
Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Burnell, Green W. Caldwell, 
John Campbell, Cary, Casey, Clifford, Clinton, Cowen, Cross, 
Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Eastman, John C, Edwards, 
Ferris, Fedaenden, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Gates, 
Gerry, Gilmer, Patrick G, Goode, William O. Goode, Gustine, 
Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hudson, 
Hunter, William W. Irwin, Jack, William Cost Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, Keim, Abraham McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mar- 
chand, Alfred Marshall, Mathews, Maxwell, Medill, Mitchell, 
Morris, Newhard, Parmenter, Pickens, Plumer, Read, Rey- 
nolds, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Saunders, Shaw, Snyder, 
Steenrod, Sumter, Watterson, Westbiook, and Winthrop--73. 


JOINT COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BRIGGS moved a concurrence in the reso- 
lution of the Senate to appoint joint committees 
on enrolled bills, &c., &c. 

The motion was agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 


Mr. FILLMORE moved that the Executive 
communications on the Speaker’s table be read; 
which was agreed to. 

The Cierx accordingly read a variety of com- 
munications from the War and Navy Depart- 
ments, and from the Treasurer of the United 
States, and the Commissioner of the Public Build- 
ings; and they were appropriately referred, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired if the estimates for 
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the year had been received from the Treasury De- 
partment? 

The SPEAKER replied, that they had not yet 
been placed upon his table. 

CONTESTED ELECTION. 

The SPEAKER announced that he bad received 
additional testimony in the case of the contested 
election of the Delegate from Florida, [Mr. Levy.} 

_ TURNEY moved that it be laid on the 
table. 

Mr. MORGAN moved that it be referred, togeth- 
er with the testimony previously received, and the 
report of the committee of the last session, to the 
Committee of Elections. 

The question was taken on the motion 'o lay on 
the table, which was negatived—the vo'e being 52 
in the affirmative, and 76 in the negative. 

Mr. MORGAN then urged the motion which he 
had submitted. 

Mr. TURNEY objected to that motion. He 
did not know by what authority this testimony had 
been taken, nor by which party; but at the extra 
session time was given both parties to take test)mo- 
ny, under the rules of the House, which prescribed 
how the testimony should be taken; testimony was 
accordingly taken, and the whole was referred to 
a standing committee, by whom a report was 
made, and the case was disposed of. But new tes- 
timony had found its way into the Houve—by 
whom or by what authority taken, no haman being 
could tell. It was certain that it was not taken by 
the authority of the House. Now, he wished to 
know if, at this late day, the House was again to 
commit this subject to the Committee of Elections, 
when the term of the Delegate’s service had nearly 
expired? It appeared to him to be a species of 
child’s play; and if it were to be done, be hoped 
the gentlemen who voted for it would take upon 
themselves the trouble which the examination 
would require. He submitted, as a question of 
order, whether the report of the Jast session was 
now before the House? 

The SPEAKER was understood to dee de that 
it Was not. 

The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, December 14, 1842. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the State Department, 
showing the returns made to that department, by 
collectors of the several collection distric's of the 
United States, of the number of American seamen 
registered in each district during the year ending 
September, 1842; which, on motion of Mr. EVANS, 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CHOATE presented the petition of Benja- 
min K. Churchill,of New Hampshire, who was 
engaged in the privateer service of the United 
States during the late war with England, praying 
for a pension: referred to the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented the petition 
of George Burk, praying for revolutionaty bounty 
land: referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Oa motion of Mr. BERRIEN, the petition and 
papers of Duncan L. Clinch were ordered to be 
taken from the files of the Senate, and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from 
Franklin W. Stilwell, relative to qualifying and 
appointing engineers on board the United States 
steamships: referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. KERR, leave was granted to 
withdraw from the files of the Senate the petition 
and papers of R. 8, Coxe, assignee of David 


Beard. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. EVANS, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of Robert B. Lewis; which was twice read, 
and appropriately referred. 
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Mr. BATES, on leave, introduced a@ bill for re- 
funding to Massachusetts the balances due her for 
disbursements during the late war with Great Brit- 
ain; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CLAYTON, on leave, introdaced a bill to 
repeal! the act to amend an act approved 23d Au- 
gust, 1842, turther supplementary to the act enti- 
tied “Aw act to establish the jadicial system of the 
United Siates;” which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PORTER, on leave, introduced a bill to 
amend an actentiled “An act to establish the north 
ern bousdary line of the State of Ohio, and to pro- 
vite forthe admission of Michigan into the Union,” 
approved in 1836; which was real twice, and re- 
ferred iv the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. KING, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of Joseph Bryan, Harrison Yourg, and Ben- 
jamin Young; which was read twice, and, with the 
papers on the files of the Senate relating to it, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. GRAHAY, on leave, introduced a bill for 
the relief of claimants to indemnity for certain 
slaves taken by the British Government from on 
board of the American brigs the Comet and Enco- 
miom, at Nassau and New Providence; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on For- 
eign R lations. 


FINE ON GENERAL JACKSON. 

Mr. LINN, on leave, introduced a bill to indem- 
nify Major General Andrew Jackson for damages 
sustained in discharge of his official duty; which 
was read twice, and 

Mr. L said the bill was very short; and, ta- 
king example of the Senator from New York, 
{Mr. Waiont,} he would not move to refer it to 
any committee. It was fully discussed at the last 
séssion; and its provisions being simple, were, no 
doubt, understood on all sides. He would, there- 
fore, move that the bill be postponed till this day 
week, and made the order for that day, The mo~ 
tion was agreed to. 

Mr. L. also, on leave, introduced the following 
bills, viz: 

A bill authorizing the relinquishment of the six- 
teenth sections gran’ed for the use of schools, and 
the entry of other lands in lieu thereof; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on the 
Pablie Lands. 

A bill to continue in foree the “Act for the final 
adjustment of private land claims in Missouri,” ap- 
proved 9th July, 1832; and the act supplemental 
thereto, approved 2d March, 1833; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, 

Mr. FULTON, on leave, introduced a bill to al- 
low a drawback on foreicn merchandise exported 
in original packages to Chihuahua and Santa Fe, 
in Mexico; which having been read twice, 

Mr. FULTON moved to refer it to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. WOODBURY expresscll a wish that the 
Committee on Commerce, to which it was proposed 
10 refer this bill, would take into cunsideration the 
propriety of enlarging its provisions, so as to in- 
clode ‘he whole frontier of the United Siates. He 
considered that the privilege of drawback on goods 
exported in original packages was equally, if not 
more, important to the Northern and Eastern sec- 
tions of the country, than to that section which this 
bill was intended to bene fit—the West. 

Mr. KING, as one of the committee, had no 
objection to the reference; but he must say that he 
was adverse to the passage of any general provis- 
ion allowing drawback, believing that it would 
iead to most mischievous consequences, and would 
defraud the Government of a large portion of its 
revenue, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said the Committee on 
Commerce had at the last session examined this 
bill, and consitered it as a case syi generis, and 
one which ought te pass asa matter of strict jus- 
tice to those interested in the trade, and as a matter 
of public policy. Tre committee then reporied 
favorably to the passage of the di!] without a gen- 
etal provision. They theught it onght not to be 
connected with the subject of drawbacks generally. 
He believed the interests of the country were very 
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well protected in the bili as then reported from the 
committee, and that it ought to pass. 

Mr. FULTON remarked that the bill at the last 
session took the very course which the Senator 
from New Hampshire suggested; and, on account 
of its being encumbered with the additional weight 
of ageneral provision, was lost. He sincerely 
hoped that this bill, which was intended to provide 
for a peculiar case, would not again be converted 
into a general bill. As the bill stood, it was a sub- 
ject of deep interest to the West; not only so, bat 
to the whole Uniow. Justice to those interested in 
this particular trade demanded its passage, wheth- 
er a general system of drawbacks be established or 


not. 

Mr. WOODBURY said he did not wish to em- 
bariass the action upon this bill; but he hoped that 
when the committee were considering the subject, 
they would consider the question of extending the 
principles of the bill to every section of the Union. 
He felt bound, at the last session, from a sense of 
duty, to make the motion to include the whole 
frontier of the United States inthe bill. He would 
try again to effect that object. It was important 
not only to the commerce of the country, but toa 
vast portion of the business passing through the 
Northern lakes, and on the Northern railroads, 
during six months in the year, when the navigation 
was closed. He merely threw out the suggestion 
to the committee, to consider the propriety of ma~ 
king the bill general, while they were entertaining 
the subject. As to the objection urged against a 
genera! bill, that frauds would grow up under it, he 
would only say that smuggling can be as effectually 
guarded against in a general bill as it was pcssible 
to do in a partial bill. He would feel compelled, 
in justice to the whole frontier, to move an amend- 
ment in accordance with his views when the bill 
came before the Senate for action. 

The bill was then referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. FULTON, on leave, introduced a bill in re- 
lation to a donation of land to certain persons in 
the State of Arkansas; and 

A bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Arkan- 
sas, who lost their improvements in consequence 
of the treaty between the United States and the 
Choctaw Indians; which bills were read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the petition and papers 
of Dr. Boyd Reilly were ordered to be taken from 
the files of the Senate, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. BARROW, the petition and 
papers of Garland & Curry were ordered to be 
taken from the files of the Senate, and referred to 
tbe Committee on Private Land Ciaims. 

Messrs. BATES and FULTON gave notice that 
they would, on to-morrow, ask leave to introduce 
certain bills. 

On moiion of Mr. EVANS, the following reso- 
lation, introduced by Mr. Benton on Monday last, 
was taken up for consideration: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed to inform the Senate as follows: 

1, The number and estimated value of vessels which will be 
equired in the African squadron under the late British treaty, 

. The probable annual cost of repairing said vessels. 

3. Thenumber of men and officers which the equipment of 
the squadron wil! require. 

4. The probable annual loss of men from deaths, desertion, 
and other casualties, on board said squadron. 

5. The probable annual expenditure of said squadron, under 
all the heads of expenditure incident to the service. 

6. Whether itis intended to make the squadron consist of 
more than eighty guns, and the calibre of the guns to be used. 

7. The whole number of gens which it is expected to have 
afloat in the United States navy during the year 1843, and the 


estimated expense of the naval establishment for the year, in- 
cluding all expenses incident to keeping up the navy. 


Mr. BENTON modified the resolution, by in- 
serting ‘he words “and othér arms” after the word 
“guns,” in the 7thelause. The resolution, as thus 
modified, was adop'ed. 

Mr. CLAYTON said he found the Cheir had 
placed him on the Committee on Printing. His 
health was such, that it was utterly impossible to 
perform the duties which would devolve on bim 
in conseqaence. He therefore asked to be ex- 
cused. 

The question was put, and he was excused; and 
the Chair was authorized to appoint another mem 
ber to fill the vacaacy. 


CORPS OF REPORTERS. 


The resolution for the appeintment of such q 
corps came up in order; but was, at the suggestion 
of Mr. BAYARD, who introduced it, postponed \jjj 
Monday next. 


CLAIMANTS. 


The joint resolution of Mr. Granam came up 
and was read, as follows: , 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatine, 
concurring,) That the following be added to the joint rules of 
the two Houses: 

_ Whenever a claim against the United States, of any descrip. 
tion, has been, or shall be, presented to either House, and re. 
ferred to a committee, and such committee shall have made g 
teport in writing against the allowance of the claim, and the 
same shall have been concurred in by such House, it shail go; 
be in order to revive the consideration of such claim in tha 
House, at the same or any future session of Congress, either by 
bill, resolution, petition, or otherwise, except upon a memoriaj 
of the claimant, first setting forth, upon affidavit, that he has 
discovered new evidence in support of his claim since the de. 
cision against it, and a statement of the substance of such eyj. 
dence; or, second, assigning specific errors in the report of the 
cominittee adverse to it, and a certificate of a member of tha 
House that he believes that the former decision was erroneo 
as charged ip said memorial: Provided, That an order dig. 
charging a commi'tee from the further consideration ofa claim, 
shall in nowise require compliance with the rule. 

Mr. GRAHAM remarked that this resolution 
was fully discussed and passed the Senate at the 
last session, but was not acted on in the other 
House; and nniess some Senator wished a posi 
ponement, he hoped it would be passed at once. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE said he could not vote for 
the resolution. He deemed the rules already 
passed sufficient to guard the Senate against im- 
proper applications from claimants. The effect o{ 
the rule wou'd be to narrow down and infringe the 
right of petition of his constituents. He could not 
see that any good would grow out of it; and was, 
therefore, opposed to jt. 

Mr. KING said it appeared to him that his 
friend from Michigan was mistaken in his views of 
the proposed rule, when he asserted that it would 
operate as an infringement of the right of petition, 
He would find, on examining the proposition, that 
that right was scrupulously guarded. The great 
object of the resolution was to prevent a constant 
return of subjects acted upon year after year, and 
reporied against by the committees, and rejected by 
the two Houses—matters which were frequently 
brought up from musty records, and presented to 
the Senate, with no new grounds by the claimants 
to recommend them to its consideration. This 
practice caused a great deal of labor, and was at- 
tended with considerable expense to the nation. 
This rule was to prevent the practice, and enable 
Congress to devote to the important business of the 
nation the time thus improperly taken up in reia- 
vestigating, thrice over and over again, claims 
without merit or sbadow of justice. The rule 
would be an admirable one, and would save a great 
deal of unnecessary labor, and a great deal of 
money for the Government. He knew that, year 
after year, these rejected claims were hunted up by 
interested agents, and brought forward without any 
new evidence or new grounds to recommend them 
to favorable consideration; and, when presented, 
they were referred to the committees, reinvestiga- 
ied, at immense labor, reported against, and rejec'- 
ed: and still there was no end to action upon them. 
The claims of citizens should be fully and fairly 
examined, and decided upon; but, when that was 
done, Congress shonid at least be saved the trouble 
of going over them again and again. 

Mr. LINN inquired whether the resolution re 
quired tbat a report in writing should be made by 
the commitiees. 

Mr. GRAHAM replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. LINN thought that, if the resolution was 
referred to a committee, and a report was 
and published, giving information to the counlry 
of ihe rule,and the reasons for its adoption, It 
would prevent much abure of members of Con: 
gress. If otherwise, great complaint in regard to 
members of Congress neglecting the business cot 
fided to them would be made; and they would have 
to write many letters detending themselves agains! 
the charge. There bad been some discussion upoa 
the subject last year; and he believed there was 4 
resolution adopted, of the nature of this e 
rule, requiring a writien report to be m 'n 
all cases of private claims, and excluding far 
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ther action on claims thus unfavorably re- 
ported upon. After the passage of such rule, 
he had been greatly blamed {or not pressing 
claims reported against, without the applicant 


knowing of the existence of the rule of the | 


Senate. 


His honorable friend from Alabama | 


certainly stated the case very strongly, and, in the | 


main, correctly. They bad been grossly imposed 
upon. He thought it would be better to refer the 
matter to some committee; and he would there- 


. fore move that it be referred to the Committee on 


Clnims. 

Mr.GRAHAM had no objection to the refer- 
ence; but supposed the notoriety of the course pur- 
sued by Congress, in relation to reiterated claims, 
would be given as well by the publication of the 
resolution, as by the publication of the report of 
the committee. He therefore saw no necessity 
for the reference desired by the Senator from Mis- 
souri. He had been induced to bring forward the 
subject at the last session, in consequence of the 
experience he had had, as a member of the com- 
mittee, with regard to the pertinacity with which 
claims are reiterated after repeated rejections, and 
the expenditure of much labor in previous in- 
vestigations. The committee have had to con- 
sider claims repeatedly rejected since 1815-16, 
and even since 1808 There is no end to the la- 
labor of investigation, if this system isto go on. 

Mr. WRIGHT said, in relation to the consider- 
ations which had been suggested for the passage of 
the resolution, it appeared to him that there was 
another, which rendered it a high and imperious 
duty npon Congress to adopt such a resolution. 
With a single word, he would refer to it. They 
had, during the last three or four years, heard a 
good deal of abuse about the delays, on the part of 
Congress, in acting upon private claims. They 
had heard it asserted that there were a thousand 
honest and suffering claimants before Congress 
whose claims were not acied on. He (Mr. W.) 
had po doubt that, if both Heuses were to 
adopt such a rule, and abide by it, at least 
nine hundred out ef the one thousand claims 
would disappear at once. There were claims 
which had been before Congress for twenty 
years; and, having no merit, they could not be dis- 
posed of. ~To rid themselves, then, of these—he 
would not say slanders—but these errors in the 
public jadgment, and to show that they did not de- 
serve these reproachful charges of neglecting pri- 
vate claims, it would, he thought, be proper to 
adopt some horest and fair rule by which, when a 
bad claim had been once fairly rejected, it should 
not again be placed upon the calendar, and con- 
tinued there from day to day, as constructive evi- 
dence of improper neglect and delay on the part 
of Cong? sss. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE made some further re- 
marks against the resolution; and 

The question was paton the motion of refer- 
ence, and disagreed to. 

The question was then put on the adoption of 
the resolution, and carried in the affirmative. 

REPEAL OF THE BANKRUPT LAW. 
The orders of the day brought up Mr. Benton’s 
bill for the repeal of the bankrupt act. 

The CHAIR announced that it was on its sec. 
ond reading, and would be considered as in com- 
mittee of the whole; the question pending being on 
the amendment submitted by the Senator from 
North Carolina, (Mr. Granam. ] 

Mr. BERRIEN observed that, if the bill was still 
subject to such a motion, he would move to refer 
it to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

_ The CHAIR stated that the motion would be 
in order. 

Mr. BERRIEN observed that he believed it was 
considered expedient, in obedience to public opin- 
ion, to bring forward the repeal of the law at the 
commencement of this session of Congress. 

The law, as it now exists, applies to cases both 
of voluntary and involuntary tankrup.cy. It was 
Proposed to repeal this law, on the ground that 
public opinion was against it; but, in his (Mr. B.’s) 
Opinion, the public sentiment was directed rather 
against that portion of the law which relates to vol- 
untary bankruptcy, than against the law itself. With 
a view, then, to ascertain, by examination, whether 


such a bill may not be presented to the considera- 
tion of the Senate as would steer clear of the objec- 
tions which apply to the existing law, it seemed 
desirable that it should be referred to a com- 
mittee for inquiry. And he was strengthened 
in this conviction by the fact, that among the 
numerous petitions which had been presented to 
Congress at a former session, upon the subject of 
the bankrupt law, by far the greater portion sought, 
not its repeal, but a modification of it, by excluding 
the provisions which relate to voluntary bankrupt- 
cy, and by modifying the terms upon which cer- 
tificates of bankruptcy should be granted. It 
seemed to him that public opinion, so far as it had 
been ascertained by the representations made to 
Congress, was not at all adverse to the existence 
of asystem of mercantile bankruptcy; and with 
a view of ascertaining whether a bill in such a 
form might not be substituted for the present law, 
he thought it was desirable that it should be refer- 
red. But it was particelarly desirable in another and 
a general view; inasmuch as it would protect the 
legislation of the United States Congress from the 
imputation of instability, and insure that respect 
which ought to be entertained towards all legisla- 
tion. Besides, it seemed to him improper to pro- 
ceed in the consideration of the matter with such 
rapidity, precluding the possibility of giving it that 
due deliberation which it required. They should 
not hurry their investigation upon this subject 
without making those preliminary inquiries which 
they were in the habit of making in regard to 
every ordinary subject. These were the consider- 
ations which induced him to propose that the bill 
be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BENTON objected, in the most strenuous 
terms, to the reference proposed by the Senator 
from Georgia. Torefer the bill to that committee, 
would be tantamount to its total rejection. He 
would tell the Senate plainly, that, if the reference 
was made, he would consider the proposition to re- 
peal the bankrupt act at once rejected. What 
would it be, but inviting a committee hostile to the 
purpose of the bill to gointo the question of a uni- 


versal bankrupt system, or exercise its ingenuity to | 


build up a system like that of the British bankrupt 
system? and that is not a work that can be per- 
formed this session, if it ever can be performed 
successfully. The committee was under the delu- 
sion of the false doctrine which induced the original 
measure: that delusion was, thet insolvency and 
bankruptcy are one and the samething. This falla- 
cy hasever been maintained by the Judiciary in the 
application of thelaws, which cannot be administer- 
ed without gross error. A question cannot arise be- 
tween two neighbors about a dozen of eggs, with~ 
out being liable to be taken from the custody of the 
laws of the States and brought up to the Federal 
courts. And now, when this doctrine that insol- 
vency and bankruptcy are the same, if a coniinu- 
ance of the law is to be contrived, it must be done 
in conformity with such a fallacy. Toe law has 
proved to be nothing but a great insolvent law, for 
the abolition of debts, for the benefit of debtors; 
and would it be main‘ained that a permanent sys- 
tem ought to be built up on such a foundation as 
that? No, he could tell the Senate they could not 
go into any such work. He should resist the mo- 
tion for these reasons. He resisted it, also, be- 
cause it was contrary to all parliamentary usage 
to send a bill to a committee hostile to its princi- 
ples. To send it to sucha committee is to send it 
where it is foredoomed. There was no occasion 
for such a course; the law has met the universal 
condemnation of the country. The present bili 
was a bill for its repeal, with provisions for 
bringing the remaining cases within constitutionai 
limiis. With this view he had taken the 36th sec- 
tion of the old bankrupt act of 1800; which re- 
quired the consent of two-thirds of the creditors 
to the extinction of the bankrupt’s debts. The 
whole of the creditors are treated as a partnership 
for the purpose of saving their debts—all having 
an interest, but giving a large majority a decisive 
voice in the adjustment. The old bankrupt act 
was in reality a bankrupt system, and respected 
the insolvent Jaws of the States. But the preseit 
law undertakes to expunge the insolvent laws of 
the States. The old law was confined to traders; 





but this extends to every one who wants to get 
rid of his debts. The old law of 1800 noi only 
respected the insolvent laws of the Staies, but 
the lien laws of the States; this presumes to abro- 
gate both. In the provisions of this repeal bill, the 
necessary clauses of the old law are to be incor- 
porated, in relation to the remaining cases of bank- 
ruptey. This mast be done to bring them within 
the pale of the Constitution. One god effect 
will be, that, although we may not tll the 
judges they have been guilly of gross error, we 
can show them that they have acted unconstitu- 
tionally. In England, a bankrup: must have his 
certificate signed by two-thirds of his creditors, or 
he is treated as an uncertified bankrupt. And he 
would tell the Senate that here, now, every person 
who has been discharged under the act of last ses- 
sion is an uncertified bankrupt; and his claim to 
be discharged from liability to his debts should be 
disregarded in any court acting up to the Constitu- 
tion. If he (Mr. B.) were judge of a court, he 
would treat asa nullity any certificate under the 
present law, brought forward as a plea against a 
claim of debt. He would ask for a certificate 
signed by two-thirds of the creditors; and if that 
could not be produced, he would disregard the plea 
altogether. He would ask, was the Senate now to 
elongate this iniquitous act? and if it was, for what 
length of time? He could tell them how long it 
would admit of remaining cases being continued: 
just as long as the assets would hold cut to pay 
the officers of the courts and the commissiovers. 

Some months ago, he read in a Philade/phia pa- 
per a notice to creditors to come forward for a div- 
idend of half a cent in the dollar in a case of bank- 
ruptcy pending, under theold law of 1800, since 
the year 1801. And, three or four days ago, he read 
a notice in a London paper, calling on creditors to 
come in for a dividend of five-sixths of a penny in 
the pound, in a case of bankruptcy pending since 
the year 1793. Here has been a case where the 
waste of property has been going on for fifty years 
in England, and another case where it has been 
going on in this country forty-one or forty-two 
years. He had been himself twenty-three years in 
the Senate, and, during that time, various efforts 
were made to revive the old law ef 1800 in some 
shape or other; but never, till last session, in the 
shape in which the present law passed. And how 
could this law beexpected to stand, when even the 
law of 1800 (which was in reality a bankrupt law) 
could not stand; but was, in the first year of its 
operation, condemned by the whole country, With 
regard to the motion of the Senator from North 
Carolina [Mr. GranaM]to amend tke bill, be should 
say that it fairly brought up the question properly 
atissue. It breught up the question of repeal; 
and, that being decided, it next presented the 
question of how the pending cases are to 
be treated. One proposition is to go on, in 
relation to these cases, with the bankrupt law, 
as if not repealed; the other is, to make these 
remaining cases subject to the provisions of a con- 
stitutional bankrapt law. On this issue, the ques- 
tion is just as fairly presented, and much better 
presented, than it can be by any report of a com- 
mittee. The motion of the Senator frem North 
Carolina does all that can be required. It brings 
up the main subject in all its bearings. All that is 
necessary, is to fix a day for its consideration. If, 
however, the motion of reference was persisted in, 
he should call for the yeas and nays. 


Mr. TALLMADGE did not know that the mere 
question of reference was sucha vital che as to 
commit those who should vote for it. He supposed, 
from present indications, that the law would be re- 
pealed. But those who intended to vote for the re- 
peal, could assuredly vote for the reference, 
without being thereby committed sgainst the 
repeal. The question of reference is, simply, 
whether the Senate shall proceed in the mat- 
ter deliberately, and upon full information; or 
precipitately, and without any guide. It was, he 
considered, all-important that the bill now under 
discussion should undergo the examination of the 
appropriate committee. The Senator from Mis- 
souri says the question is fairly and fully presented 
on the motion of the Senator from North Carolina. 
But there are many Senators who think the ques- 
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tron should also embrace a modification of the law; 
and they, too, wish to see that view presented from 
tne proper source. Let the bill, then, go to the 
Committee on the Judiciary; and if the law is to be 
repealed, there will be time enough to effect that 
object. It seemed, indeed, strange to bim that 
there should be any objection to letting the bill pass 
through the Jadiciary Committee; for the Senate 
musi have the same contro! of it after it is reported 
back, that ithas now. He hoped there would be 
no objeciion to considering the opinion of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. BERRIEN said it was truly stated by the 
Senator from Missouri, that the bi!l he proposes, 
and the amendment offered by the Senator from 
North Carolina, present two qaestions—the question 
of repea', and the question as to the terms of that 
repeal. But, independently of these, there was a 
tbird question. A portion of the Senate desired 
to have it inquired of, by a committee, whether, in- 
siead of an absolute repeal of the law, it might 
net be so modified as to make it conform to the in- 
iere.ts of the country, and to the prevailing public 
opinion. With a view to ascertain whether such 
a modification could be proposed, it was asked that 
the bill might be referred to the Judiciary Commit- 
ree. And surely, in relation to a matter of this im- 
portant nature—in relation to the exercise of a pow- 
et which could alone be exercised by the Gereral 
Governoment—notwithstanding gentiemen might 
entertain the opinion that the bill, even when so 
modified, would not be acceptable to them, 
yet it was but one of the ordinary courtesies of 
legislation to allow gentlemen who may take a 
different view, an opportunity of presenting their 
views for the consideration of that body. He 
(Mr. Bernten) denied, therefore, that the refer- 
ence of the bill to the committee would at all in- 
fiuence the vital question of repeal or no repeal. 
The only effect of the reference would be, to give 
those who were in favor of a modification of the 
jaw an opportunity of presenting their views in a 
deliberate form. He would not, however, object 
to the yeas and nays being taken. 

Mr. BENTON said if there was any Senator 
present who would say that the vote he should give 
for reference would not commit him, he (Mr, B.) 
was willing to withdraw the call for the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he was disposed to 
gratify the gentleman by the reference, although he 
should vote for the repeal of the law. 

Mr. MERRICK said he shoald vote for the ref- 
erence, without feeling himse!f committed at all, 
with respect to the vote he should give on the ques- 
tion of repeal. He intended to vote for the repeal 
in some form. 

Mr. BENTON said he would, then, withdraw 
his call for the yeas and nays. 

The question was then taken on referring the 
bill to the Commitee on the Judiciary, and de- 
cided in the aftirmative—ayes 17, noes 12; and it 
was accordingly so referred. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the War Department, 
transmitting the annual report of the Commission- 
er of Pensions, containing a list of applicants for 
pensions, or increase cf pension, which applica- 
ticns were rejected during the last year: ordered te 
lie on the table, and be printed. 


Also, a message from the President, transmitting | 


a letter from the Secretary of the Navy, covering 
despatches from the Mediterranean, giving correct 
information of the state of the relations of the 
Unired States with Moroceo; which, on motion of 
Mr. BAYARD, was ordered to lie on the table, and 
be printed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. also stated that there 
were communications from the President of the 
United States of an executive character, on his desk. 

Thereupon, 

On motion of Mr. KING, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of executive business, and 
spent the remainder of the day's session therein. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, December 14, 1842. 
Mr. McKEON presented the petition of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the city cf New York 
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for a warehousing sysiem; which was referred to 
the Commiitee on Commerce. 


JOINT COMMITTEES. 


Messrs. James Invix, Epmonp Boraz, and P. 
G. Goong, were this morning announced as the 
members, on the part of the House, of the Joint 
Committee on Enrolled Bills, &c. 


CIVIL & DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 


Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the half of the calendar year ending the 
30th day of June, 1843. 

The bill was read a first and second time. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that it be committed to 
the Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. CUSHING begged to ask the chairman 
of the Commitiee of Ways and Means if the bill 
contained an appropriaticn for the pay of members 
of Congress, and the usual contingencies; so that 
no bill was to be introduced for that purpose, in 
anticipation of the ordinary civil and diplomatic 
appropriations. 

Mr. FILLMORE replied, that this bill contained 
a provision for the pay of members of Congress, 
and the contingencies; and that no bill for that 
purpose would, therefore, be introduced io antici- 
pation of the civil and diplomatic appropriatious. 

Mr. CUSHING observed that he was glad the 
committee had adopted that course. 

The bill was then committed, and ordered to 
be printed. 

ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the House proceed to 
the election of its Chaplain; which was agreed to. 

Mr. BOWNE nominated the Rev. Mr. Tiffany 
of the Episcopal Church, of the State of New 
York. 

Mr. HENRY nominated the Rev. Mr. Reese of 
the Methodist Church. 

Mr. JAMES COOPER nominated the Rev. Mr. 
Muller of the Lutheran Church, now resident in 
the city of Washington. 

Mr. PEARCE nominated the Rev. Mr. Suther- 
land of the Methodist Church. 

Mr. MALLORY nominated the Rev. Mr. C'ay- 
ton of the Methodist Church. 

Mr. HUDSON nominated the Rev. Mr. Bull- 
finch of the Unitarian Church. 

Mr. ARNOLD said he had been requested by 
several of his friends to nominate the Rev. Mr. 
Maffitt, their late Chaplain, whom he and his 
friends would rather hear than any other man 
{laughter} that they could get; and therefore they 
wanted to vote for him. 

Mr. BARTON nominated the Rev. John Collins 
of the Methodist Church. 

Toe nominations having all been made, Messrs. 
Bowne, Henry, and James Cooper, were ap- 
pointed tellers to receive the votes. 

The vote having been taken, 

Mr. BOWNE announced that the number of 


votes taken was - + - - 194 
Necessary to a choice - . . ae 

Of which— 
Mr. Tiffany received - - - 78 
Mr. Muller - - - - 
Mr. Reese - - - . aa 
Mr. Maffitt - - - . 
Mr. Clayton - - - :* a 
Mr. Bullfinch - . - - 13 
Mr. Coll:ns - - - - 5 


Mr. Sutherland - - - - 3 

As no candidate had received a majority of the 
votes given, there was no choice, and it became 
necessary to vote again. 

Mr. L. W. ANDREWS inquired if it would 
not be in order to submit a resolution to elect the 

ntleman haviog a plurality of votes. 

The SPEAKEK replied that it would not. 

Mr. BARTON withdrew the name of Mr. Col- 
lins from nomination. 

A second vote was then taken, the result of 
which 

Mr. BOWNE announced to be— 

Whole namber of votes ° - 198 

Necessary toa choice - . - 100 







Of which— 
Mr. Tiffany received - - - 1g 
Mr. Reese - - ° - 939 
Mr. Muller - - ° ae 
Mr. Mafiitt - - ° - 
Mr. Bulfinch - - 2 e ° l 


Mr. Tiffany having received a majority of qj 
the votes given, he was declared duly elected to 
the chaplaincy of the House of Representatives 
for the present session. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Joun Tvvea, jr., his 
secretary, as follows: 


To the House of Representatives: 

Two bills were presented to me, at the last session of Cop, 
gress, which originated in the House of Representatives, nei, 
ther of which was signed by me; and, both having been pre. 
sented within ten days of the close of the session, neither has 
become a law. 

The first of these was a bill entitled “An act to repeal the 
proviso of the sixth section of the act entitled ‘An act to appro. 
priate the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, and to grant 
pre-emption rights,’ approved September fourth, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-one.’”’ 

is bill was presented to me on Tuesday, the 30th August, 
at twenty-four minutes after four o’clock in the afternoon. 

For my opinions relative to the provisions contained in this 
bill, it is only necessary that I should refer to previous commy. 
nications made by me to the House of Representatives. 

The other bill was entitled “An act regulating the taking of 
testimony in cases of contested elections, and for other pur. 

es. 

This bill was presented to me at a quarter past one o'clock, 
on Wednesday, the thirty-first day of August. The two Houses, 
by concurrent vote, had already agreed to terminate the ses. 
sion by adjournment at two o’clock on that day—that is to say, 
within three-quarters of an hour from the time the bill was 
placed in my hands. It wasa biil containing twenty-seven 
sections, and, { need not say, of an important nature. 

On its presentation to me, its reading was immediately com. 
menced; out was interrupted by so many communication 
from the Senate, and so many other causes operating at the 
last hour of the session, that 1t was impossible to read the bill 
understandingly, and with proper deliberation, before the hour 
fixed for the adjournment of the two Houses; and this, 1 pre. 
sume, is a sufficient reason for neither signing the bill, nor re. 
turning it with my objections. 

The 17th joint rule of the two Houses of Congress declares 
that “no bill or resolution that shall have passed the House of 
Representatives and the Senate shall be presented to the Presi. 
dent of the United States, for his approbation, on the last}day of 
the session.” 

This rule was evidently designed to give to the Presidenta 
reasonable opportunity of perusing important acts of Congress, 
and giving them some degree of consideration, before signing 
or returning the same. 

Itis true, that the two Houses have been in the habit of sus. 
pending this rule, towards the close of the session, in relation to 
particular bills; and it appears by the printed journal, that, by 
concurrent votes of the two Houses, passed on the last day of 
the session, the rule was agreed to be suspended, so far as the 
same should relate to all such bills as should have been passed 
by the two Houses at one o’clock on that day. It is exceed: 
ingly to be regretted that a necessity should ever exist for such 
suspension, in the case of bills of great importance, and there- 
fore demanding careful consideration. 

As the bill has failed, under the provisions of the Constitution, 
to become a law, I abstain from expressing any opinions u 
its several provisions, keeping myself wholly uncommitted as 
to my ultimate action on any similar measure, should the 
House think proper to originate it de novo, except so far as 
my opinion of the unqualified power of each House to decide 

for itself upon the election, returns, and qualifications of iw 
own members, has been expressed by me, in a paper lodged in 
the Department of State, at the time of signing an act entitled 
‘an act for the apportionment of Representatives a 
several States, according to the sixth census,’’ approved June 
the 22d, 1842,”? a copy of which is in possession of the House. 
JOHN TYLER. 


Wasuinorton, Dec. 14, 1842, 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Department of State, contain- 
ing an abstract of the returns of the collectors of 
the customs, made in pursuance of the provisions 
of the act for the protection of American seamen: 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ot: 
dered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the War Depar'- 
men', transmitting the annual report of the Com- 
missioner of Pensions, of the amount of pensions 
paid for the past year. 

Also, a communication from the Navy Depar'- 
ment, enclosing a communication from Comm- 
dore Morgan, relative to the adjustment of out 
differences with Moroccc: referred to the Commit 
tee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

TEMPERANCE. 

Mr. BRIGGS called up the resolution submitted 
by him some days since, to amend the 19th joint 
rule, by striking out the word “spirituous,” and it 
sertiog the word “intoxicating.” 

{The effect of this amendment would be to plo 
hibit the sale of intoxicating liquors in the Capi 
tol.] 5 

oo WELLER asked if the resolution was 1 
order, 
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The SPEAKER replied in et Ng cea aetmdasoimmudcemn fan | negative. 
Mr. WELLER then objected to its considera- 
tion; upon which 
bE BRIGGS moved a suspension of the rules; 
eas and nays baving been called for by 
Mr. a CALHOUN, they were ordered, and resulted 
—yeas 125, nays 52—as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Adams, L. W. Andrews, S. J. Andrews, 
Aycrigg, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, 
r, Boardman, Borden, Bowne, Briggs, Bronson, Aaron V. 
Brown, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Wm. Butler, 
Calhoun, Caruthers, , Casey, Chapman, Chittenden, Jobn 
C. Clark, Clifford, Mark A. "Cooper, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, 
Richard D. Davis, rw Doig, John Edwards, Fessenden, 
a John G. Floyd, Fornance, Gamble, Gates, ents Gid 
dings, Gilmer, Patrick G. Goode, Granger, Hal!, Ha'sted, Henry, 
Houck, Houston, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
James Irvin, Wm. W. Irwin, James, Wm. Cost Johnson, Keim, 
John P. Kennedy, Linn, Littlefield, Abraham McClellan, Robert 
McClellan, McKay, McKennan, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, 
Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, Mattocks, Maynard, Meri- 
wether, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Newhard, Osborne, 
Payne, Pendleton, Plumer, Ramsey, Benjamin, Randal!, Read, 
Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, 
Roosevelt, William Russell, James M. Ruseell, Saltonstall, San- 
ford, Shaw, Shepperd, Slade, Traman Smith, Stokely, Stratton, 
Alexander H. H, Stuart, Summers, Jacob Thompson, Tilling- 
hast, Toland, Tripler, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, 
Warren, Wash ington, Westbrook, Christopher H. Williams, 
Winthrop, Wise, Wood, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John 
Young—1 
NAYE—Messrs. Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Black, Burke, 
William O. Butler, Patrick C. Caldwell, Thomas J. Campbell, 
Clinton, Coles, James Cooper, Cowen, Cross, Garrett Davis, 
Dawson, ~ Everett, Ferris, Charles A. Floyd, A. Law- 
rence Foster, Goggin, Wm. O. Goode, Gordon, Hays, Holmes, 
iunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, Andrew Kennedy, McKeon, 
Mallory, Miller, Morrow, Owsley, Patridge, Pearce, Rayner, 
Rogers, William Smith, meee. Stanly, Steenrod, Taliaferro, 
Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, Jos. L. White, 
and Joseph L. Williams—52. 


So the rules were suspended; and, the resolution 
being before the House, 

Mr. AYCRIGG offered the following as an 
amendment: 


Resolved, That the restaurateurs be forthwith removed from 
the Capitol. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL suggested that this 
would remove the men, and not the places. 

The amendment was adopted without opposi- 
tion; and the resolution of Mr. Bariaas, as thus 
amended, passed by acclamation. 


WAREHOUSING SYSTEM. 

Mr. McKEON asked leave to have referred to 
the Committee on Commerce a bill in relation to 
the warehousing system. 

Mr. McKENNAN objected. 

Mr. MCKEON moved a suspension of the rales; 
but the House refused to suspend 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired what was the decision 
of the Speaker in regard to ihe offering of peti- 
tions. 

The SPEAKER replied that the rule was with- 
out limit. It was in the power of members to in- 
troduce petitions at any time. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he was perfectly content 
with the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. BRONSON asked leave to offer a resolu- 
tion, calling upon the Solicitor of the Treasury for 
information as to the amount of fees paid the sev- 
eral clerks of the Federal courts in cases of admi- 
ralty and bankruptcy. 

Mr. BOWNE objected to the reception of the 
resolution; and it was not c nsidered. 

THE TARIFF. 

Mr. READ asked leave to offer the following 
resolutions; which were read for information: 

Whereas the act of Congress entitled “An act to provide reve- 
hue from imports, and to change and modify existing laws im- 
posing duties on imports, and for other oe. passed 30th 
August, 1842, having been passed in the hurry and confusion of 
the last day of a session, and therefore greatly defective, not 
only in its details, but in some ol its principles, impusing pro- 
hibitory duties on a great variety of articles, thereby so far de- 
feating itself, both in regard to revenue and protection—the lat- 


ter, by administering a powerful stimulant to the smuggling 
trade; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Commitee of Ways’ and Meana be in- 
structed to report a bill, supplementary to the said act of the 
30th August last, based upon the following principles, viz: 

1. To produce an adequate revenue for the economical ad- 
ministration of the Government, and no more—say from twenty 
to twenty-three millions. 

2. Articles classed as “necessaries of life,’ and entering into 
‘general consumption, of a description not grown or produced 
in the United States, to be admitted free o1 duty. 

3. Articles imported, coming in competition with those grown 
or produced in the United States, to be taxed so as to give am- 
b'e protection to eur farmers, planters, manufacturers, and 


4. The measure of such protection to be, in all cases, so much 
duty as will make the cost of the foreign article inour markets 
—_ to the cost of production in the United States, and no 
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5. If it should be found necessary to impose higher duties for 
revenue than are required by the said measure of protecuon, 
in such case lu ruries to pay a higher duty than necessaries. 

6. No drawback to be allowed on foreign sugars refined in 


the United States, nor on spiri:s distilled from foreign mo- 
lasses. 


7. No drawback to be allowed in any case, unless the goods 
shall be specially intended forexportation, and actually exported 
within ninety days from the time of importation. 

8. The principle of cash duties to be preserved, except in the 


case of goods imported and entered for exportation, which may 
be warehoused. 


9. Alldaties to be levied on the true value of the goods in the 
principal ports of the United States; such value to be ascertain- 
ed by a board of commissioners, (to be appointed for that pur- 
pose, ) in all cases where the importer shall appeal from the val- 
uation or appraisement of the collector of the port. 


TRADE WITH AUSTRIA AND PRUSSIA. 


Mr. TRIPLETT offered a resolution, which 
was adopted, after being modified according to the 
suggestions of Messrs. WISE, McKEON, and 
ADAMS, in the following form: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to this House, as soon as conveniently 
may be, if notincompatible with the public interest, the com- 
mnoications to and from our ministers at Berlin and Vienna, 
subsequent to the last communication sent to this House on the 


subject of the trade and commerce between those respective 
countries and the United States. 


NAVAL DEPOT AT MEMPHIS. 


Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS offered the following 
resolution; which was adopted, (after an amend- 
ment by Mr. Wise, substituiing the Committee on 
Naval Affairs for the Committee on Commerce.) 


Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the ex edieucy of establishing a naval depot 
and dock-yard, at Memphis, in the State of Tennessee. 


On motion of Mr. J. P. KENNEDY, the select 
committee of last session on the subject of inter- 
national copy-right, (which failed to report for 
want of time,) was ordered to be revived. 


EXTRA PAY. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL asked leave to offer a 
resolution granting to the officers, clerks, folders, 
pages, &c. of the House, the same extra pay which 
was allowed to the same in the Senate at the last 
session of Congress. 


Mr. BLACK objected, and the resolution was 
not received. 

Messrs. J.C. CLARK and GIDDINGS sev- 
erally attempted to in'roduce resolutions of in- 
quiry; but were defeated by the intervention of ob- 
jections. 


CONTESTED ELECTION, 


Mr. MORGAN calied for the question on the 
motion pending at the adjournment yesterday, to 
refer certain additional testimony, in the case of 
the contested election of the Delegate from Florida, 
(Mr. Levy.) to the Committee on Elections; and, 
the question being stated by the Speaker, 

Mr. BARTON presented still iurther testimony 
on behalf of the siting member; and he moved 
that it be printed. 


Toc SPEAKER announced the question to be on 
the motion to refer. 

Mr. MORGAN entered into a statement of facts 
in connexion with the taking of this testimony, and 
urged the propriety of referring the whole subject 
back to the Committee on Elections, 

. HOPKINS said he did not understand the 
iets er of the testimony now presented to the 
House to be such as to render it necessary to refer 
the whole subject back. It was important that the 
question should be set'led. The siting member 
had invoked a decizion; but, if the case were re- 
ferred back to the Committee on Elections, with 
this additional correspondence, for re-examination, 
they might not expect a report until the close of the 
present short session, when it would be impossible 
to have a full at'endance of the House for a decis- 
ion of a question like that. ‘There could be no ob- 
jection to the printing of tais additional testimony; 
and then they would bave it before the House, 
which would be as competent to determine the 
case as any committee could be. 

Mr. BARTON, Mr. HALSTED, Mr. TUR- 
NEY, and Mr. MORGAN, entered into statements 
relative to the admis: ibility o( certain testimony, 
and discussed the necessity of the proposed refer- 


ence. 

Mr. LEVY begged to be allowed to say a word 
or twoin explanation of the circumstances under | 
which he acted, and of the course which he had 
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deemed it his duty to take. Such action as the 
House might determine to take on this subj ct, 
would be in accordance with its own views of jus- 
tice and propriety; and he had no suggest on to 
make in regard it, and no desire to influence its 
action. He had, from the firs!, deemed it to be his 
duty, because most consistent with propriety, to re- 
frain from expressing any opinion, either in regard 
to the proceedings of the committee, or of the 
House. He was himself satisfied that he had she 
right to represent the people of Florida on this 
floor, and that he was a citizen of the United 
States. The people of Florida themselves were 
pertectly satisfied as to these particulars. He 
would, however, make a brief explanation of facts, 
im order to give the House a more perfect under- 
standing of the subject. After the election, under 
which he was returned as the delegate from ihe 
Territory of Florida, a few individuals, impelled 
by personal motives, who had opposed his election, 

and who had the benefit of their opposition at the 
polls, made a remonstrance to the House, in which 
they denied his right to represeut the Territory ip 
Congress. There was no contesting candidate ap- 
| pearing here to canvass his right to his seat; but 
these men, who came as remonstrants, came also 
as witnesses. They were not only witnesses, but 
some of them went to the extent of seven deposi- 
tions each, who were not in Florida at the time 
the transactions took place about which they un- 
dertook to testify. Now he would say to the 
House, that, having regarded this matter as an in- 
quiry instituted by itself, for its own satisfaction, 
whether the delegation from Florida had been 
properly filled by the people of that Territory— 
taking it as a question between this House and the 
people of Florida, he had not deemed it consistent 
with self-respect, and with the respect he owed 
both to the House and the people of Florida, to say 
anything to influence its action. When the qnes- 

tion came up before the House, on the report of 
the Committee of Elections, he should then ask to 
be heard. Whether the House would refer this 
matter back again to the committee, or proceed 
with the report of the committce of the last ses- 
sion, were questions in regard to which he had not 
a wor! to say. As the chairman of the commit- 
tee, however, bad gone inte a statement of facts, 
which might have some effect on the minds of 
members of the House, he begged lave to make 
a plain and simple statement in reply to it So far 
as notice was concerned, he contended that ample 
and sufficient notice, and of the best kind, was 
given of the depositions taken by him. That no- 
tice was given in the public papers of Florida, from 
one end of the Territury to the other. He did not 
choose to recognise one of these remonstrants more 
than another, in giving notice; and there being 
some hundred of them, had he given a notice to 
ene, the other ninety-nine might have had cause of 
complaint. 


Mr. HALSTED inquired of the gent eman 
whether he was not in’ormed last session that the 
attorueys of the remonstranis would receive the 
notices 

Mr. LEVY replied that Mr. Peter Schenk Smi'h 
informed him that Mr. Richard 8. Coxe of this 
place, or General Hernandez, or bimeelf, would 
receive notices; bat he should like to know what 
| right one of the remonstrants bad to appoint atror- 
| neys to act for allof them With rspect to the 
deposition of his father, (Mores C Levy,) made 
in the city of New York, he was ready to make 
an explanation to the House; th: ugh it #as pain- 
folto him to approach ‘his part o! the subject. 
Oa receiving notice that this depositicn was to be 
taken, be went on to New York, and endeavored. 
to obtain an interview with his father, without ef- 
fect. Having been denied this interview, he could 
not attend the taking of the testimony, but ap- 
pointed a friend to actin bis place, directing him 
not to subject his parent to a cro:s examination. 
He afterwards, having seen the depcsition, drew 
up and submitted certain inte:rogatories, necessary 
to elicit some important facts. God knew that his 
| only object throughout had been to elicit roth, and 
to lay before the House all the facts of the care, 
If there were any little technicalities of which 
gentlemen who were pressing this matter wishes 
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to ava.! themselves, he was willing that they 
should have the benefit of them. All he wanted 
was, that all the truth should be brought out. 
The main ground of this case was his right of cili- 
zenship; and to establivh this, he depended upon 
the public records of the country. All other tes- 
timony he locked upon as of very little importance. 
‘That record was in the State Department, trans- 
mitted and deposited there in pursuance of law. 
It bad been acquiesced in, from that time to this; 
und if the House was now prepared to go behind 
this record, and inquire into the facts upon which 
it was made, then he would say that there was 
very little regard to be paid to public faith. After 
a few more remarks, Mr. L. said, that the only evi- 
dence on which the Honse was now asked torecom- 
mit this matter to the Committee of Elections, wasa 
correspondence between Messrs. Peter Schenk 
Smith, and Moses C. Levy, his principal witness, 
inwhich they dispute about what the former heard 
the latter say io him. On such testimony as this, 
the House was asked to send this matier back to 
the Committee of Elections, to go overall their 
investigations again. 

The question was then taken, aud the motion 
of Mr. Hatsrep was rejected. ' 

On motion by Mr. CUSHING, the select com- 
mittee raised on the petition of Washington Irving 
and others, on the subject of an international copy- 
right law, was authorized to report by dill or other- 
wise. 

Mr. BARTON offered a resolution for the ap- 
pointment of a select committee to inquire into 
the expediency of abolishing the military super- 
intendencies at the national armories, and of substi- 
tuting civil superintendencies in their stead; also 
to inquire into the abuses alleged to exist in these 
establishment's. 

Objected to by several, and the resolution was 
not received. 

The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 


Tuurspay, December 15, 1842. 

Mr. Catnoun appeared in his seat to-day. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial of 
the Chamber of Commerce of Philadelphia, pray- 
ing Congress to adopt the warehouse system as a 
part of the revenue system. Mr. B. said that, as 
the Chamber of Commerce represented a large 
body of the merchants, he would ask tuat the me- 
morial be printed, and referred to the same com- 
mittee to which similar memorials bad been refer- 
red: agreed to. 

Mr. BARROW presented a petition from V. 
Leblanc, praying compensation for services therein 
mentioned; which was referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

On motion by Mr. LINN, it was ordered that 
the petition and papers of Benjamin Crawford, 
asking indemnity for losses sustained in conse- 
quence of having his boarding settlement broken 
up by an officer of the United States army, be 
taken from the files of the Senate, and referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana reported back, from the 
Committee on Public Lands, without amendment, 
the bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Arkan- 
sas, who lost their improvements in consequence 
of the treaty between the United States and the 
Choctaw Indians; and 

The bill in relation to a donation of Jand to cer- 
tain persons in the State of Arkansas. 

Also, reported back, with amendments, which 
were read, the bill authorizing the relinquishment 
of the sixteenth sections granted for the use of 
schools, and the entry of other lands in lieu 
thereof. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, it was ordered that 
the petition of Thomas Fillebrown be taken from 
the files of the Senate, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

On motion of Mr. CONRAD, it was ordered 
that the memorial and papers of Réné Vienne be 
withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from a 
large number of citizens of Yates county, New 
York, praying Congress for the instant repeal of 


the bankrupt law;‘which was referred to the ©. m- 
m ttee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BATES, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of the Steamboat Company of Nantucket; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. RIVES presented a memorial from Mrs. 
Frances M. Lewis and Mary Neal, widows of late 
officers in the navy of the United States, who were 
lost on board of the United States sloop of war 
‘“‘Epervier,” praying a restoration of the pension 
which they heretofore received under the navy 
pension law, and which has been withheld from 
them in consequence of the repeal of such law: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CONRAD submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies one day under the rule, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to communicate to the Senate whether any, and what, amount 
of money had been refunded to claimants in virtue of the act 
entitled “An act in relation to lands held in the Greensburg, 
late St. Helena district, in the State of Louisiana, and authoriz- 
iog the resurvey of certain lands in said district,” approved 
August 29, 1842; whether, in any cases, the claimants have re- 
ceived reimbursement of the price paid by them for lands in 
complying, or offering to comply, with the provisions of said 
act, andsuch reimbursement has been refused, and the reasons 


forsuch refusal; and whether any, and what, proceedings have 
taken place under said act. 


THE QUINTUPLE TREATY. 


Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies one day, under the rule, viz: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to inform the 
Senate whether the quintuple treaty, for the suppression of the 
slave-trade, has been communicated to the Government of the 
United States in any form whatever? And if so, by whom? 
for whet purpose? and what answer may have been returned to 
such communication? Also, to communicate to the Senate all 
the information which may have been received by the Govern- 
ment of the United States, going to show that the “‘course 
which this Government might take in relation to said treaty 
has excited no small degree of attention and discussion in Eu- 
rope.”? Also, to inform the Senate how far the “warm animad- 
versions,’ and the “great political excitement,’’? which this 
treaty has caused in Europe, have any application or reference 
to these United States. Also, to inform the Senate what danger 
there was of having the “Jaws and the obligations” of the United 
States, in relation tothe suppression of the slave-trade, “exe- 
cuted by others,” if we did not “remove their pretext and mo- 
tive for violating our flag, and executing our laws,” by enter- 
ing into the stipulations for the African squadron, and the re- 
monstrating embassies, which are contained in the eighth and 
ninth articles of the late British treaty. 


Messrs. STURGEON and LINN gave notice 


that they would, on to-morrow, ask leave to intro- 
duce certain bills. 


Mr. McROBERTS gave notice that he would 
ask leave, on to-morrow, to introduce a bill to 
amend the several laws granting pre-emption rights 
to settlers on the public lands. ~ 


Mr. McR. remarked that there were some sug- 
gestions in the President’s message in regard to the 
propriety of disposing of the mineral lands belong- 
ing to the United States. He moved that so much 
of the message as related to that subject be refer- 
red to the Committee on the Public Lands: 
agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be, and he is 
hereby, authorized and directed fo return to the General Land 
Office all the original papers on file in his office, which ac- 
companied the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, of the 
10th of January, 1838, and contained in Senate Decument 97, 
of the 2d session of the 25th Congress. 


Mr. FULTON, on leave, introduced a bill per- 
fecting titles to land south of the Arkansas river, 
held under the treaty of New Madrid, and pre- 
emption rights under the act of 1814; which was 
twice read, and referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr. BAYARD moved that, when the Senate ad- 
journ, it adjourn to meet on Monday next: agreed 
to. 

Oo motion of Mr. BAYARD, the Senate then 
proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness; and, after some time speat thereon, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 15, 1842. 

Mr. PARMENTER presented the petition of 
Mary Page for a revolutionary pension; of Mary 
J. Babbit fora naval pension; of John C. Clark 
for increase of pay of captains’s clerks in the navy; 


all of which were referred to the appropriate com- 
miltees. 





EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The following Executive communications wer, 
laid on the table of the House of Representatives 
on Monday last, to which we were only able they 
to allude in general terms: 

A letter from the Secretary of War, in obedience 
to a resolution of the House of Representatives of 
the 30th of August last, transmitting a statement of 
the private establishments at which fire-arms are 
manufactured for the Government, where situated, 
the number annually fabricated, at what prices, 
&c.; which letier and statements were referred to 
the Commitiee on Military Affairs. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, in answer 
to the resolution of the House of the 25th May 
last, transmitting a statement of the number of the 
officers of the army, with the rates of pay and al. 
lowance, &c.: laid on the table. 

A letter from tke Secretary of War, in answer 
to a resolution of the House of the 11th August, 
transmitting a statement of the number of resigna. 
tions in the army since the Ist of January, 1834, 
with the causes of the same, so far as known; and 
how many of the said officers who resigned were 
educated at West Point, with any further informa. 
tion upon the same subject: laid on the table. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting 
a report of the Third Auditor of the Treasury, inan. 
swer in partto the resolution of the House of the 28th 
of February last, requiring a report of all cases of 
extra compensation heretofore allowed to officers 
of the army for services similar to those rendered 
by General Scott, for which he is said to have re. 
ceived extra allowance; together with the names of 
such officers, the time when received, the amount 
paid to each, &e., and stating his inability to de. 
termine when the answer will be completed: laid 
on the table. 


A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, trans- 
mitting, in obedience to the joint resolution of 
Congress of the 29:h of May, 1830, a report from 
the Commissioner of Pensions of the names of per- 
sons who have applied for relief under the navy 
pension laws, and whose claims have been re. 
jected, and the reasons for such rejection: laid on 
the table. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, trans. 
mitting, agreeably to the provisions of the act of 
Congress of the 3d of March, 1809, an abstract 
of the contingent expenses of the naval establish- 
ment from the Ist of October, 1841, to the 30th of 
September, 1842, inclusive: laid on the table. 

A letter from the Treasurer of the United States, 
transmitting copies of the Treasurer’s accounts 
with the United Stafes for the third and fourth 
quarters of 1841, and the first and second quar- 
ters of 1842, as adjusted by the accounting officers 
of the department: laid on the table. 

A letter from the Clerk of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, transmitting his report of the expend: 
iture of the contingent fund of the House of 
Representatives: referred to the Committee of Ac- 
counts. 

A letter from the Commissioner of Public Build- 
ings, transmitting copies of all contracts made in 
his office from the Ist of December, 1841, to the 
present time, with the names of the applicants for 
said contracts, and the amount of their respective 
bids: referred to the Committee on Public Build 
ings and Grounds, 


FEES IN BANKRUPTCY. 


Mr. BRONSON offered the following resolu- 
tion : ; 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he 
hereby is, required to obtain, with as little delay as practicable, 
a statement of fees taxed by the several clerks of the circuit 
and district courts of the United States, in admiralty and bank- 
rupt cases: showing the amountof fees taxed by said several 
clerks, with the items constituting said amount in a case inat- 
miralty; and, also, in a case in bankruptcy, either to the bank: 
rupt, or a creditor, when there is no adverse appearance; and 
showing the whole amount of fees that have been actually paid 
to each clerk on petitions, and other proceedings under the 
bankrupt act, to this date; and, also, the amount received by 
said clerks for filing papers, &c.; and for blank forms and cop 
ies, in cases of bankruptcy under said act, and up to this date. 


Mr. BOWNE said he would not object to this 
resolution, if it was not to impede the speedy ac 
tion of the House on the bill to repeal the bank- 
rupt law; but he wished to know if it was to have 
such an effect. 
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Mr. BRONSON replied in the negative. 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON inquired if it was not 
requisite that this resolution should lie over for one 


day. 
The SPEAKER was understood to reply that it 
must lie over, if objected to. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then objected, and the 
resolution was laid over. 


cIVIL AND see APPROPRIA- 


Mr. FILLMORE said it was of considerable im- 
portance that the civil and diplomatic appropria- 
tion bill, which he reported yesterday from the 
Committee of Ways and Means, should be acted 
upon immediately; and therefore he moved that 
the House resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole, for the purpose of taking up that bill. 

The motion was agreed to, and Mr. Briaes was 
called to the chair. 


The CHAIRMAN directed the Clerk to read the 
bill No. 615, being ‘A bill making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the half calendar year ending the 30th 
day of June, 1843.” 


The Clerk accordingly read the bill through all 
jts sections. It was then taken up by sections, 
and the committee proceeded, without cbjection, 
through all the sections to the following item in 
the Treasury Depariment: 

“For extra clerk hire, $750.” 

Mr. GILMER moved to strike out this item. 
Atthe last session of Congress, he said, there 
were several investigations instituted into the ex- 
penditures of the various departments at the seat 
of Government; and he knew not what effect those 
investigations produced on the minds of other gen- 
tlemen, but he would say, for himself, that they 
left on his mind no doubt that there were too many 
clerks—too many regular clerks employed in those 
various departments. He would not say there were 
toe many in all the offices of the General Govern- 
ment; but, speaking in the aggregate, he was sat- 
isfied there were too many employed in the vari- 
ous departments, and thatthe public service de- 
manded that there should be a reduction rath- 
er than an increase in that quarter. He 
was therefore surprised to see a permanent item 
for extra clerk-hire introduced into this bill by the 
Committee of Ways and Means. They had 
hitherto been told, when efforts were made to re- 
duce the expenditures of the departments, that, in 
consequence of the calls for information by Con- 
gress, the regular clerks were not adequate to 
keep pace with the public business, Now, if there 
were any necessity for the employment of extra 
clerks, he wished to know it. He would not con- 
sume the time of the committee with arguments, 
which must necessarily be but a repetition of 
the arguments adduced at the last session, not 
only in the shape of speeches, but also of reports 
from investigating committees; but he would ask 
whether the Congress of the United States intended 
to authorize, as a permanent system, the employ- 
ment of 600 or 700 permanent clerks in the va- 
rious departments, and then make an annual ap- 
Propriation for extra clerk-hire?) He knew, from 
his own personal examiration, that, in tbe various 
offices in the departmen’s, there were more clerks 
than could now be profitably employed. He knew 
there were some who were not employed more 
(ban one-fourth of theirtime. There was, then, a 
superabundance of labor; and (he was understood 
'0 say) it had been suggested that the executive de- 
partments should be authorized by law to transfer 
labor from one office, where there should be found 
lo be a superabundance, to offices where there 
should be found to be a deficiency; and thus the 
extra clerk-hire might be dispensed with. The ex- 
tent of the evil, he furiher observed, was not set 
forth in this item; for it would be perceived that 
this bill made only a temporary appropriation—it 
Was but an appropriation for half the calendar 
rus and therefore another appropriation wou!d 
© Recessary, as jt was evident it was contem- 
plated; and therefore, satisfied as he was that they 
might produce a slight temporary inconvenience by 
withholding this appropriation, he believed a great 
counterbalancing good would ensue if the com- 
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mittee agreed with him, and should strike out this 
and similar i'ems. 

There was aoother class of appropriations which 
he had hoped had received their quietus at the last 
session—he alluded to that class called *‘ miscella- 
neous.” He must be permitied to express the 
opinion, that, whatever party conflicts there might 
be in the ceuntry, and whatever party might be in 
power, this would never be an honest Government 
until it was a cheap one; nor would it ever be 
satisfactory to the people, until their Representa- 
tives caused accounts to be published showing 
how the revenue was raised, and what were the 
purposes for which it was appropriated. There 
were striking defectsin the system, which should be 
corrected by the publication from time to time of 
statements and accounts of all the receipts and all 
the expenditures of the Government. There were 
many items of a million of dollars in the accounts; 
and he would ask what information did they de- 
rive from such an item? None whatever; and 
therefore they wanted the items, dollar for dollar, 
specifically stated. A reformation in the Auditors’ 
and Comptrollers’ offices was requisite, by which 
they should be furnished with specific information, 
instead of being, as at present, compelled to go 
through the vouchers when filed away. His ob- 
ject was to ascertain distinctly, item by item, how 
the money of the Government was expended. He 
desired also to avoid these miscellaneous expendi- 
tures, which the people did not understand; but 
particularly at this time he hoped the committee 
would see the propriety of suspending this appro- 
priation for ex'ra clerk-hire. 


Mr. FILLMORE confessed that he was a litle 
surpiised at so lopg a speech on so small an item. 
He was as ready, however, to discuss this question 
now, ashe would be atany futuretime; and he would 
make such an explanation as he trusted would be 
satisfactory to the gentleman. The gentleman 
said that he made the motion to strike out this ap- 
propriation for extra clerk-hire merely for the pur- 
pose of testing the question whether, in any case, 
an appropria'ion should be made for that object in 
any of the departments. Now, this subject un- 
derwent a gocd deal ¢f discussion at the last ses- 
sion; and he had hoped that it was then definitively 
settled by the act then pasved. If the gentleman 
would take the trouble to}: ck into the laws of the 
last session, he would find that these apprep‘ia'ions, 
being liable to xbuse in consequence of their gen- 
eral character, were siricken out of the general ap- 
propriation bill, and embodied in a bill framed to 
provide for them all, and specifying each particu- 
lar object. The committee, in reporting this bill, 
did not stop there, bu: inserted a section, not only 
for the purpose of guarding against abuses, but for 
avoiding these annual discussions of small mat- 
ters. Ii was, however, necessary that these appro- 
priations should be made. You must (said Mr. 
F.) either employ a force of permanent cierks suf- 
ficiently large, not only to carry on the ordinary 
business of the departments, but to meet all the ex- 
traordinary calls that may be made on them, by 
Congress or otherwise; or you must employ a force 
sufficient to carry on all the ordinary business, and 
allow the departments toemploy extra clerks for 
extraordinary business. The latter mode was un- 
questionably the more economical. 

Mr. F. here handed up to the Chair the law 
passed at the last session, and directed the Clerk to 
read the 10th and 11th sections; which was done. 
These sections provide that so extra clerks shall be 
employed in any of the executive departments, ex- 
cept during the session of Congress, to enable them 
to meet the calls of Congress; and then only when 
the heads of departments shall believe that the em- 
ployment of such extra clerks is indispensably ne- 
cessary for the public service. 

Mr. GILMER was aware of the law to which 
the gentleman alluded, and he believed the law 
was avery good one. Bat here was no evidence 
showing that the employment of extra clerks was 
necessary; and the making the appropriation in ad- 
vance, was enconraging the departments to employ 
extra clerks, whether necessary or not. He woald 
ask the gentleman frem New York if he had any 
information showing the necessity of employing 
extra clerks. 
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Mr. FILLMORE said that the business which 
would require the employment of extra clerks 
could not be foreseen; that depending almost alio~ 
gether on the calls that might be made by Congress, 
and therefore the departments could not say how 
much would be necessary. 

Mr. GILMER said, then this appropriation 
was to provide in advance fr the payment of ser- 
vices that might or might not be necessary; and he 
was therefore opposed to it. The state of the 
\reasury admonished thy m to avoid useless expense; 
and if it should be ascertained, before the close of 
the session, that the public service required the em- 
ployment of extra clerks, it would be then time 
enough to make the appropriation. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia inquired of his col- 
league how the service was to be paid for, if no 
appropriation was made, should the heads of de- 
partments find the employment of extra clerks in- 
dispensably necessary for the public service. 

Mr. GILMER said that the very law read by 
the chairman required that no extra clerks should 
be employed in any of the departments, unless the 
heads of departments found that their employment 
was indispensably necessary for the public service. 
Now, there was nothing here to show that the em- 

loyment of extra clerks was necessary. 

Mr. SMITH said that there was the power given 
to the heads of departments; but where was the ap- 
propriation to pay for the service rendered? Were 
heads of departments to employ clerks when they 
found it indispensably necessary to do so, in «rder 
to answer the calls that may be made by Congvess, 
and then trust to the contingency of obtaining an 
appropriation to pay them? 

Mr. BLACK said that be would vote for the ap- 
propriation with pleasure, if there was any report 
from the departments showing that it would be ne 
cessary. He understood this appropriatiun was 
proposed for labor to be done hereafier. But upen 
what data, on what information, and for what ne- 
cessity was this appropriation to be made? When- 
ever the departments should have complied with 
the act of last session, he should be willing to vore 
the meney. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia sail he had a few re- 
marks to make on the subject before the commit- 
tee. It seemed to him.that the appropriation was 
proper, and sheuld be made. It was fir clerks 
notin reguiar employment, and who might pot 
and would nct te employed unless there was set- 
vice for them to perform. Ii was true that no do- 
lies now existed to be performed; yet such might 
arise. Suppose Corgress should make calls for 
information, to be prepared during the recess; it 
would be absolu'ely necessary to employ extra 
clerks. How were they to be paid without an ap- 
propriation? 

Mr. BLACK had no doubt of the genera! cor- 
rectness of the position of the gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr. &mirn;} but he wished to know 
whether the law of Congress, making it the duty ef 
the departments to report the cecessity of emp'oy- 
ing these extra clerks, had bren complied with? 

Mr. FILLMORE remarked that the law merely 
required a report of past expendi ures; it had poth- 
ing to do with future onrs Next year, the repoit 
vould come in, stating how the monty now pro- 
prsed to be #ppropriated had been expended, 

Mr. SMITH of Virgivia resumed, and reada 
portion of the Jaw of last session, specifying when 
extra clerks shall be employed, and what shall be 
the duty of the departments in relation thereto. It 
would be perceived that the difficulty cf the-gen- 
tleman from Georgia (Mr. Brack] was obviated 
by the fact, that a report of the manner in which 
this money had been spent would, according to the 
law, bave to be made at the next session of Con- 
gress. Again: he knew of a case where a call was 
made for information two years since, and not com- 
plied with, owing to the inadequacy of labor in the 
department. Would the gevtieman from Georgia 
(Mr. Btack] have the clerks in employment with. 
oat pay? Such would be the case, unless this ap- 
propriation were passed. é 

In making these remarks, he did not hesitate to 
avow his belief tha: there were many inefficient 
clerks in the departments, and much 100m for se- 
form. It was often the case that clerks who 
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should Lc attending to their daties, were walking on 
the avenue during cffice-bours. _ This, however, 
Was no reason why temporary clerks would not 
have to be employed. The object of the appropri- 
ation was, to place fands at the disposal ef the de- 
partments, in case extra hire should be needed. It 
was necessary, he thought, that the heads of de- 
partments should be trusted with the contingent 
expendituse of this money; and there was no reason 
to believe that those officers would employ any extra 
clerks, nnless absolutely necessary to carry on the 
public business. 

Mr. CUSHING obtained the floor, but yielded 
it to 

Mr. FILLMORE, who stated that the committee 
had reduced the amount asked for by the depart- 
ment ip a very great degree. 

Mr. BLACK rose, and wax proceeding to re- 
ply to some of the remarks of the gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Smira,} when 

Mr. CUSHING claimed the floor, and remark- 
ed that he hoped, by a brief explanation, to explain 
the obscurity which existed in the minds of some 
of the gentlemen who had addressed the House 
regarding this matter. He believed it was under- 
stood by the House, that, until the last session, 
there were a number of clerks employed in the 
departments without authority of law. It was 
then ceemed important that there should be a stand- 
ing law on the subject; and accordingly a bill was 
reported by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
J. R. Inaxasoit,] subsequently passed, specifying 
the number of clerks to be employed, and giving a 
legai existence to many who had been before but 
temporary. It then became necessary to make 
provision for extra clerk-hire, and the regulations 
were established. The first was, that extra clerks 
should only be employed under previous regula- 
tions; and the second, that there should be a sub- 
sequent responsibility for their hire, and for the 
expenditure so incurred. Thus, whether there be 
$100 or $100,000 appropriated to this object, not 
one dollar could be spent unless to prepare infor- 
mation required by a call from Congress. Should 
Congress call for information, and should there be 
no appropriation, the Secretaries should say at 
once that there was no money, and the informa- 
tion could not be had. 

The question now involved was, whether the 
House were willing to intrust this contingent ap 
propriation to the heads of bureaus for one partic- 
ular purpose, and for that only. He averred that, 
without a ceriain degree of discretion being al- 
lowed to those officers, it would be impossible to 
carry on the Government. 


Mr. GILMER said, he might be mistaken in 
his views; but, until he was convinced to the con- 
trary, be must persist in the course he had taken. 
From a careful investigation which he had made 
in the departments, on a committee at the last ses- 
sion, he had come to the conclusion that there 
were more permanent clerks than were necessary 
to the public service. Acting, then, upon this 
ground, how could he vote for extra clerks? When 
the commitiee had reported that, out of eighty 
clerks in the Land Office, at least twenty could be 
dispensed with, and one-third in the Indian De- 
partment, how would he be justified in voting for 
more? 

Mr. TILLINGHAST remarked, that the de- 
cision of this matter depended much upon the fac's 
of the case. The gentieman from Virginia [Mr. 
GitmeR] was convinced that no more clerks were 
required, whilst the departments thought other- 
wise. He(Mr. T.) bad every confidence in the 
statement of the gentleman from Virginia; yet he 
preferred to take the opinion of the departments, 
and should act upon that in giving his vote for the 
appropriation asked for. 

Mr. BLACK reiterated his objections to the 
item of appropriation. Were it for past services 
—for labor already performed—he should have no 
objection to vote the money; but he could not con- 
sent to vote an appropriation for services that 
might or might not be rendered hereafter. In the 
present condition of the treasury, he thought that 
it was incumbent on the Representatives of the 
people to persist in the utmost economy of appro- 
priation and expenditure of the public funds. To 


make approptia'ions in cases like the present, he 
was well coavinced, weuld be butio invite expendi- 
tures. 

Mr. WISE addressed the committee at large in 
favor of the item, and in reply to the remarks of 
his colleague, [Mr. Gitmer.] He contended that 
it was the true policy of the Government to em- 
ploy temporary clerks at particular seasons, in- 
stead of agreater number of permanent clerks all 
the year; and he illustrated his position {by refer- 
ence to the situation of the farmer, with whom it 
was almost invariably a rule to hire a small force 
during the year, and many extrahands, at advanced 
prices, during harvest. The sessions of Congfess 
were the harvest-limes in the departments, when 
more laborers were required. 

Mr. J. W. JONES agreed with his colleague in 
ihe propriety of retrenching the expenditures of 
the Government, where it could be done without 
injary to the public service; but he doubted whether 
his colleague would accomplish his object, if he 
succeeded in striking out the appropriation for ex- 
tra clerk-hire; on the contrary, it might be true 
economy to make the appropriation which was 
there asked on the part of the Committee of Ways 
and Means. The question was by no means new 
to the House, or to the committee; for it was a sub- 
ject which had very frequently engaged the atten- 
tion of committees, no! only of the present session of 
Congress, but of sessions which had gone by. He 
remembered very well, several years ago, when it 
was sought to introduce some such ilems into an 
appropriation bill, with reference to other parts of 
the Government, his atiention was particularly 
drawn to the subject, and he then examined it with 
great care. It was brought to his attention, and 
that of the committee, by an appropriation asked 
for on behalf of the Genera! Land Office; and the 
committee was at first of opinion that it was a sub- 
ject which was exceedingly liable to abuse; and 
the Commissioner was called upon to furnish 
the reasons which induced him to ask for that 
appropriation; and he (Mr. Jones) remember- 
ed well that it was the most judicious appli- 
cation of money that could be made—particu- 
larly in that branch of the public service. And 
the reasons which applied there, would also apply 
here. Why, in some of the land offices, one or 
two clerks were all that were required to discharge 
their duties; but, when the land sales came on, the 
duties increased ten, twenty, yea, perhaps a hun- 
dred-fold, and for, perhaps, one, two, or three 
weeks. Every genticman would see, then, the 
propriety and the economy of calling in an 
additional force for one, two, or even 
four weeks, to discharge the extra duties, 
without interfering with the permanent service of 
the establishment. During the sessions of Con- 
gress, it was well known to every one who had 
witnessed the repeated calls on the various depart- 
ments for information, that the regular force was 
inadequate for such exigencies; and it was true 
economy to call in extra aid. 

Mr. G. DAVIS, Mr. WISE, and Mr. BID- 
LACK entered into explanations respecting the 
intention of the Secretary of the Treasury some 
time since to dispense with a pertion of the clerks 
in his department. 


Mr. BIDLACK observed that he would detain 
the committee but a moment, merely for the purpose 
of referring to a document to show that his recol- 
lections in regard to the statement made by the 
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. G. Davis] were 
correct. From this ducument, it would be seen 
that, so far from its being true, as stated by the gen- 
tleman, that the Secretary of the Treasury con- 
templated a reduction of the force of the Land Of- 
fice, the contrary was the fact. In decument No. 
90, of the last session, it would be found thata 
resolution was passed on the 13th of August last, 
calling on the Secretary to report to the House 
wheiher there could be any reduction made in the 
force of his department. With a view to answer 
this call, the acting Secretary of the Treasury call- 
ed on the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice for information on that point in regard to his 
office. The Commissioner made a report in an- 
swet, which he would not detain the House by 
reading; but it was sufficient for him to say that 


the Commissioner stated, in substance, that he had 
been too short a time in office to determine wiih 
ceriainty whether any part of his clerical foree 
could be reduced consistently with a due regard for 
the public service; but be gave his opinion tha 
there was certain business that ought to be done 
and, if that were done, there could be no reduction, 
Upon this report the Secretary of the Treasury, so 
far from contemplating a reduction in the Genera} 
Land Office, said that he concurred with the Con. 
missioner in the views there given by him. Mr, 
B. said that he referred to this document merely for 
the purpose of showing that his recollections of the 
circumstances were correct. 

The question was then taken on Mr, Gitmep’s 
motion to strike out the appropriation, and reject. 
ed without a division. 

The Clerk then proceeded with the reading of 
the bill, until he came to the appropriations for 
contingent expenses of the bureau of medicine and 
surgery of the Navy Department; when, 

On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, the appropria. 
tion was reduced trom $450 te $250. 

On motion by Mr. MALLORY, the appropria. 
tion for contingent expenses of the bureau of pro. 
visions and clothing was also reduced from $450 
to $250. 

When the appropriation for the Post Office De. 
par'ment was reached, 

Mr. SMITH ot Vuginia offered an amendment, 
appropriating $7,000 for continuing certain clerks 
in the office of the Auditor of the said department; 
but, on an explanation from Mr, Fitumore, with. 
drew the amendment. 

After proceeding with a few more items of the 
bill, the committee rove and reported progress. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a re. 
port from the Treasury Department, containing 
the estimates of the expenditures for the civil and 
diplomatic departments of the Government for 
the half year ending the 30th of Jane, 1843; which, 

On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, was referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and order. 
ed to be printed, with two thousand extra copies. 

Also, the annual report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury on the siate of the finances; which was 
referred to the same committee, and ordered to be 
printed, with ten thousand extra copies. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, enclosing the annual report of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed, with ten thou- 
sand extra copies. 

Also, a communication from the Third Auditor 
of the Tre2sary Department; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Fripay, December 16, 1842. 

Mr. SHAW reterred the following petitions to 
the appropriate committees, under the rule of the 
House: 

The petition of widow Olive Thompson, and 
Margaret Gould, both of Portsmouth, N. H., pray: 
ing for an alteration in the pension law passed Av 
gust 23, 1842; and 

The petitiva of William Russell, of Portsmouth, 
N. H., praying for a fishing bounty. 

Mr. BEESON presented the petition of Jobn H. 
Bugher, Thomas Baird, and twenty-five others, 
citizens of the United States, praying for the re 
peal of the bankrupt law: referred to the Commit 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HUBARD presented the following pel 
tions; which were referred to the appropriate com: 
mitiees, under the recent rule adopted by 
House of Representatives: - 

Petition of William Anglia for a pension; 

Petition of Thomas Harvey for a pension; 

Petition of Major Tarlton Woodson for com 
mutation pay; 

Petition of Major John Brent’s heirs for sevet 
years’ half-pay; . 

Petition of Major Joseph Michaux’s heirs for 
commutation pay; and the ; 

Petition of Daniel Guerrant for a pension. _ 

Mr. WM. O. BUTLER preseated the petitiot 
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of Southerland Mayfield, praying that his pension 
may be extended to the time he received his wound: 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
‘CAPITOL HILL INSTITUTE. 

Mr. BOWNE offered the following resolution, 

which was agreed to: 
th f this hall b ted to the Capitol 

atte on Satardey evening O83t, at 7 ‘o'clock, fon the 
delivery of alecture before the association by the Hon. Levi 
WoopBurRY. 


FEES IN BANKRUPTCY. 


Mr. BRONSON called up his resolution, which 
he submitted yesterday, in the following words: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he 
hereby is, required to obtain, with as little delay as practicable, 
a statement of fees taxed by the severa) clerks of the circuit 
and district courts of the United States, in admiralty and bank- 
rupt cases’ showing the amount of fees taxed by said several 
clerks, with the items constituting said amount in a case in 
admiralty; and, also, ina case in bankruptcy, either to the 
bankrupt, or a creditor, when there is no adverse appearance; 
and showing the whole amount of fees that have been actually 

id toeach clerk on petitions, and other proceedings under 
the bankrupt act, to this date; and, also, the amount received 
by said clerks for filing papers, &c., and for blank forms 
and copies, in cases of bankruptcy under said act, and up to this 
dale 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL inquired if the gentle- 
man from Maine had examined a set of resolutions 

assed at the last session, to ascertain whether 
they did not cover the whole ground? 

Mr. BRONSON replied that the resolution allu- 
ded to by the gentleman from Pennsylvania did 
not comprehend the information which he sought 
to obtain. 

The resolution was then agreed to. 


LATE COLLECTOR OF PHILADELPHIA. 


Mr. TOLAND submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
inform this House whether any charges have at any time been 

referred to the department against Jonathan Ruberts, late col- 
lector of the port of Philadelphia, relative to his discharge of 
the duties of said office; and, if any have been, that he be de- 
rectedto furnish copies of the same. Also, that he trarsmit to 
this House copies of any order, instruction, or request, address- 
ed to the said Jonathan Roberts, to remove or appoint any sub 
ordinate officer of the customs at the port of Philadelphia. Also, 
a copy of the order or letter dismissing him from the office of 
collector of said port: and copies of all letters and papers in pos- 
session of the department relating to the subjects embraced by 
this resolution. 

Objection was made to the reception of the reso- 
lution. 

Mr. TOLAND moved a suspension of the rules, 
for iis reception. 

The SPEAKER being unable to decide en the 
vote, (being ‘taken viva voce,) 

Mr. BOTTS called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. WISE said the gentleman from Pennsy!va- 
nia had better make his call on the President of 
the United States, as he was the officer who had 
the power of removal in such cases, and as the pa- 
pers might be with him, and not with the Secre- 


tary. 

Mr. TOLAND was understood to reply that 
he only called for such matters as were in the 
control of the department, and such as this Heuse 
had the right to call for. ; 

The yeas and nays were then taken, and the 
result was, yeas 96, nays 81; which being less than 
a majority of two-thirds, the rules were not sus- 
pended. 


IRREGULARITY OF THE MAILS. 


Mr. MERIWETHER submitted the following 
resolution, and it was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General inform this House 
what, if any, arrangements have been made by that department 
to secure the more regular transportation of the mail between 
Washi City and Augusta, Georgia; how many failures of 
the mai] between these places have been reported to that de- 

t between the lst day of July last and the Ist day of 
mber, instant; what centractors have been fined, and how 
often, and to'what amount, during the same period. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIA- 
TION BILL. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the bill 
No. 615, being a bill making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government 
for the half calendar yer ending the 30th day of 
= 1843. -_ 

motion was agreed to, and Mr. Briaas 
took the chair. nbs 

The committee then proceeded with the bill, and 





passed through various items until it came to the 
appropriatien for defraying the various experses 
of the Supreme, Circuit, and District Couris of the 
United States, $238,000; when 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved to reduce the 
appropriation $50,000. The committee would 
recollect, he said, that when this subject was under 
consideration last session, he made the same mo- 
tion that he now did—that is, to reduce the appro- 
priation one hundred thousand dollars for the 
year. The subject was fully discussed, and the 
proposition was adopted—first in Committee of the 
Whole, and afterwards in the House, by a majority 
of twenty-five on the call of the yeas and nays. The 
object was to reduce what was considered to be a 
great and unnecessary expense in this department of 
the Government; and this object having been ac- 
complished, an attempt was made in the Senate to re- 
store the sum that had been stricken outin the Heuse. 
That attempt was negatived by a decisive vote; 
but, at the last expiring moment of the session, the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance in the Sen- 


ate succeeded in getting the $100,000 put back in | 


the bill making an appropriation for the Wyandot 
Indians. In this way, the appropriation was got 
through the Senate, and ultimately through the 
House, Mr. I. said that it was due to economy, 
and due to the esprit du corps of the House, (which 
was the purse-bearer of the nation,) that, when it 
thought fit to reduce the appropriation, the Senate 


should not be permitted to smuggle it back in this | 


way. 

Mr. FILLMORE admitted that the expenditure 
which the gentieman wished to reduce was extrav- 
agant'y high, and that some abuses existed in this 
department of the Government which ought to be 
corrected. But Mr. F. said that the withholding 
the appropriations would not remedy the evils com- 
plained of. The officers of the Judiciary had es- 
tablished fees; and, if they were not paid this year, 
they must be the next. 
some further legisiation would be necessary to 
correct the abuses complained of; and that the 
committee proposed to bring in a bill for that pur- 
pose before the close of the session. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL hardly knew what to say 
to this. He had no doubt that all the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means said was per- 
fectly sincere; and that the assurance he gave the 
House to have further action on the subject before 
the close of the session would be verified. 

The Chairman acknowledged that there was some 
thing exiremely wrong, and, he (Mr. J) must be per- 
mitted to say, something that could only be rem- 
edied in the way he proposed. If he understood 
the matter, these very large charges occurred in 
this way: The officers of the courts, witnesses, 
jurors, &c., and all the persons concerned in the 
administration of justice, received a certain per 
diem compensation, and the courts sat so many 
days in the year more than was necessary, that 
their expenses were greatly increased. He took it, 
therefore, that it was in the power of the House, by 
redncing the fund placed at the disposition of this 
department, to be distributed among the officers of 
the different courts, to keep their expenses within 
reasonable bounds, 

After a further explanation from Mr. FIL- 
MORE, 

Mr. INGERSOLL withdrew his motion, reserv- 
ing to himself the power of renewing it in the 
House. 

Mr. MERIWETHER called the attention of 
the chairman of the committee to the omission of 
an appropriation for the marshal of Georgia, 
while there was an appropriation for the marshals 
of all the other States. Deeming this to be an ac- 
cidental omission of the department, he moved 
to amend the bill by inserting one hundred dollars 
for the marshal of Georgia. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT also called the attention of 
the chairman to a similar omission of an appro- 
priation for the marshal of the southern district 
of New York; but at the request of 

Mr. FILLMORE, these omissions were passed 
over till the bill could be read through. 

HASSLER’S COAST SURVEY. 

Mr. :AYCRIGG moved to strike out the appro- 

priation for the survey of the coast of the United 


Mr. F. intimated that | 
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States, including compensation of superintendent 
and assistants, $50 000. 


Mr. MALLORY said it wou'd be recollected 
that, at the last session of Congress, the House ap- 
pointed a select committee lo examine this subject. 
The committee were engaged in their investigations 
several months, their duties were very arduous, 
and a large mass of information was obtained. In 
consequence, however, of the absence of certain in- 
formation deemed material by the committee, and 
from other causes, they were unab!e to report dur- 
ing the session. The result of their examination, 
however, was, that, although they were satisfied of 
the importance of this work, a majority of them 
came to the conclusion that ihe individual placed 
atthe head of it was both physicalty and menially 
incapable of carrying iton. They, therefore, came 
to the determination, when they should make a re- 
port, to bring in a bill to correct the abuses which 
they believed to exist, While, however, he said 
this much, he would also say that he was opposed 
to striking out the appropriation, for the work 
must still go on. 

Mr. AYCRIGG asked if ihe appropriation of 
the last year was exhausted. 

Mr. MALLORY would answer the gentieman 
as faras he could, by saying that the superintend- 
ent was stillin the field, and had not been to Wash- 
ington; therefore, it was impossible to state how 
much of the appropriation was on hand. He re- 
peated, that he could see no propriety in withhold- 
ing the appropriation, for it was in the power of 
Congress to correct the abuses that might be found 
to exist 

Mr. WISE askeo if he understood his colleague 
correctly, in saying that a majority of the com- 
mittee came to the conclusion that the superin-~ 
tendent was physically and mentally incapable of 
carrying on the work. 

Mr. MALLORY replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. WISE would ask his colleague if there was 
anv vote in the committee on this head. 

Mr. MALLORY said that when the majority of 
the committee came to that conclusion, and de- 
termined to make a report to that effect, his col- 
league and the gentleman from South Carolina 
{Mr. Hotmes] were not present. 

Mr. WISE expressed his astonishment at what 
his colleague stated, and declared that it was the 
first time he had ever heard it said that Mr. Hass- 
ler was mentally and physically incapable. 

Mr MALLORY said it was not his fault if his 
colleague was not present, 

Mr. WISE rose in vindication of the expedi- 
ency of the appropriation. If it even was a fact 
that three of the committee were prepared to re- 
port that Mr. Hassler was both mentaily and physi- 
cally incompetent to carry on this survey in a 
proper manner, it was the first he had ever heard 
of it. He asserted thata majority of the com- 
mittee never had come to any such determination. 
They would not dare to put it in an official form 
that they believed the celebrated mathematician 
Hassler mentally incompetent to perform the da- 
ties of this survey. True it might be, that, in ma- 
king disbursements—in the mere mechanical oper- 
ations—Mr. Hassler might be an unfit person; but, 
in the manipulation of instruments, there was no 
one who could compare with him. The testimony 
of Europe was recorded in his favor as a man of 
science. Indeed, he (Mr. W.) ventured to assert 
that testimony could be adduced to show, and con- 
clusively prove, that this survey had been better 
and more cheaply conducted than any other work 
in the world. 

Here Mr. MALLORY interrupted Mr. W., and 
denied the positions which the iaiter gentleman 
had assumed. He referred to a map engraved 
from a chart of Mr. Hassler, by order of the 
House, and appealed to the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. Aycriac] to state how that chart had 
been executed. 

Mr. WISE. I desire him to state what he 
knows. [Here Mr. Aycriee left the hall, and 
went to the library to get the chart and map re- 
ferred to.] In the absence of the gentleman, he 
would state the facts, as be had them from Capt. 
Gedney, whose statements were in every r ito 
be relied on. The map was lithographed in 
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Wastington, and Mr. Hassler had nothing to do 
with it. The scale of the map was laid down in- 
correctly by the person who copied from Has«ler’s 
chart. He (Mr. W.) had inquired of Capt. Ged- 
ney whether the original chart was correct, and 
was answered that it was. Thus gentiemen would 
see that a typographical error was charged upon 
Mr. Hassler as a grievons fault. 

Here Mr. AYCRIGG rose, and exhibited sev- 
eral charts and maps obtained from the library, 
and was understood to say that the scale of the 
maps was falsified, and to charge general inccr- 
rectness upon them, 

Mr. WISE inquired whether Captain Gedaey 
had not informed the geatleman from New Jersey 
that the error in the maps was not Mr. Havssier’s, 
but occurred in copying and lithographing. 

Mr. AYCRIGG answered in the negative, and 
stated that he held the original chart in his hand. 

Mr. WISE. Is it the original? 

Mr. AYCRIGG. Yer, 

Mr. WISE. § It musi be a copy. 

Mr. AYCRIGG reiterated his statement. 

Mr. WISE resumed. He thought the State of 
New Jersey, by its Representative, was the last 

tion in the Union that had any reason to com- 
plain of the survey. It had so happened that the 
survey was nearly complete along the Delaware. 
The whole coast of New Jersey was complete. 

Mr. AYCRIGG here rose, and was understood 
to contest the scientific accuracy of Mr. Hassler’s 
survey, and the system on which it had been con- 
ducted. 

Mr. WISE replied, and remarked, that if the 
gentleman thought proper to come to matters of 
science—to introduce technicalities into the de- 
bate—he (Mr. W.) must stand off. He did not 
presume to think himself mathematician enuugh to 
overlook the celebrated Hassler. He knew not 
if Mr. H. bad verified his work; but he knew that 
the next base to be taken would be upon the Ches- 
apeake; and then the work would be verified fiom 
Long Island to Cape Charles. He had been told 
by allthe young officers that the survey of New 
Jersey was so accurate, that the lines of many 
hundred miles met within a few feet. 

He was unqualifiedly of the opinion that the 
chart of the survey was itself worth more than the 
amount of one year’s appropriation. 

Mr. MALLORY here rose and inquired whether 
the chart of the new channel or entrance to the 
port of New York had ever been published; and 
why not? 

Mr. WISE remarked, that Mr. Hassler was 
jealous of his reputation, and had, therefore, with- 
held the chart uatil he could determine its po<itive 
verification, It was witbheld until the matter could 
be made complete; and this was made a subject of 
complaint by many gentlemen opposed to the con- 
tinuance of the survey. Acting upon this com- 
plaint, the select committee bad determined that 
the chart should be published. In six weeks it 
would be out and before the public. 

There was another class of enemies to this ap 
propriation for Hassler’s survey. There were a 
certain number of gentlemen—-headed by a clique 
in the navy—who had made the discovery that 
surveying by chronometric. astronomy was to be 
revived. Sucha survey, he pronounced, would 
not be worth the paper on which it was lithograph- 
ed. Such a survey would not meet the object de- 
sired by the country; and would, in nine cases out 
of ten, ran a vessel upon the shoals. 

The next class of enemies to this appropriation, 
were those who thought that Mr. Hassler held a 
lucratice ofice—$3,000 per annum being allowed 
him asasalary, and $3,000 more to pay his expense-. 
He (Mr. W.) was of the opinion tha' the expenses 
of Mr. H. could not be less than $4,000. There 
were others, too, who wanted Mr. Hassler’s office, 
and they also were opposed to this appropriation. 

He would state a circumstance which had 
happened in New Jersey, and which, for 
aught he knew, might have bad some in- 
fiuence upon the course of the gentleman from 
that State [Mr. Aycrica.) Mr. Hassler had, in 
the course of his survey, settled down upon 
aportion of the territory of that State, deeming 
himself entitled to encamp where he might, as an 
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officer of Uncle Sar, and not knowing anything 
about the laws ef property in this country. In 
this state of the case, he was notified that he must 
pay rent, or remove; and, apen bis refusal, process 
was issued against him by some petufogging law- 
yer in New Jersey, and he was actually sent to 
prison, where he remained two days, incarcerated 
among felons, because he could not be made to 
understand that he had to pay rent. He (Mr. W.) 
undertook to say that his colleague, [Mr. Matto- 
RY,] the gentleman from New Jersey, [Mr.Aycriaa, | 
and the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Cusninc,}] whose reputation for scientific attain- 
ments was greater than either of the other two, 
might sit down at the feetof Hassler, and be taught 
by that philosopher. 

Mr. AYCRIGG interposed and said, if the gen- 
tleman would look in the library, he would find a 
pamphlet containing 400 errors which had been 
committed in a work of only 200 pages by Mr. 
Hassler. These were errors, by his own acknowl- 
edgment. 

Mr. WISE remarked that he could not wisha 
better proot of the accuracy of the man. [Laughter.] 
The acknowledgment showed that he was candid, 
and could be relied on. [Laughter] Other men 
would have produced works with one thousand 
and one errors. and not acknowledged one of them. 
{Laughter.] Did the gentleman suppose that 
Isaac Newton never committed an error? If he 
did, he was much mistaken. The whole business 
of science was to correct errer. Let the gentle- 
man go to Paris, and he would there find the Na~ 
tional Institute daily engaged in correcting errors. 

He had already mentioned three classes of ene- 
mies tothe survey. The fourth was composed of 
those who,\,now that the survey had progressed as 
faras the peninsula of the Chesapeake and the 
coast of North Carolina, (which was the most dan- 
gerous of navigation in the United States) were 
anxious that the survey rhould be carried back to 
Long Island, and thence proceed northward. A 
fifie class was composed of those, among others, 
who thought Mr. Hasslerincompe'tent, not only be- 
cause he eculd not speak the English language 
correctly, but also because he was in the habit of 
speaking his mind pretty freely of tho:e whose 
practice it was to catechise and cross-question him. 
In his examination before the committee, Mr. Hacs- 
ler wou'ld understand the questions in a different 
sense from that in which they were propounded, 
and would answer accordingly. He (Mr. W ) 
had, however, been able to understand him; and 
where he bad not, he had gathered what informa- 
tion he desired from Captain Gedney. 


Mr. MALLORY rose, and said, he admitted the 
fact of Mr. Hassler’s confused answers. So great 
was his confusion, that an interpreter had to be in- 
troduced. He would give his colleague one reason 
for opposing the continuance of Mr. Hassler. It 
was known that the topography of the southern 
coast was different from that of the northern. In 
the former it was flat. and in the latter distinguish- 
ed by highlands. The same process, therefore, 
would not answer for surveying both coasts. When 
questioned in committee as to how he should pro- 
ceed with his survey when he arrived upon the 
coast of Virginia and North Carolina, he could 
give no satisfactory answer. This fact could be 
proved ‘y the journal of the committee. 

Mr. WISE ventured to assert that Mr. Hassler 
would not answer any cne as to the mode in which 
he won!d proceed; but the officers had told him 
bow he would go about the work. Their testimo- 
ny, and that of every man of science, was in favor 
of the competency of Mr. Hassler, 

Mr. MALLORY reasserted the ground be had 
taken, and said the committee were satisfied of Mr. 
Hassler’s inability to tell how he should proceed. 

Mr. WISE resamed, and went into a description 
of Mr. Hassler’s personal appearance, mode of con- 
versation, &e , together with the scenes enected be- 
fore the select committee; when 

Mr. BIDLACK called him to order, and contend- 
ed that he was transcending the rules of the House, 
which forbade members to detail scenes which had 
occurred in committee. 

The CHAIRMAN sustained the point of order. 

Mr. WISE then said he would state what hap- 









pened out ofcommittee. Mr. Hassler was charged 
with being mentally and physically incompe. 
tent— 

Here Mr. MALLORY said, that when he made 
the report of the committee, as its chairman, }. 
did not deem it necessary to state all the faci; 
which led bim to the conclusion. 

Mr WISE again denied the incom petency of 
Mr. Hassler, and said that, had the committee 
reported, it would have been without evidence, Hy 
then went into an argument to prove this position. 
when F 

Mr. AYCRIGG remarked that the fact that Mr, 
Hassler had denied his own map, and was, acrord. 
ing to his own statement, between eighty and ninety 
years of age, was conclusive, to bis mind, of jp. 
competency. 

Mr. WISE. Now, we have all the evidence, 

Mr. MALLORY. No, not all. My colleague 
has asked for the witnesses of Mr. Hassler’s ip. 
competency. I say thathe was witness enongh 
against himself, without any other witness what. 
ever. 

Mr. WISE, Now, we have the evidence, 
Should that map, containing merely a typographical 
error, blast the mental reputation of a man who 
stands before the world as a philosopher? He 
detied ‘the introduction of competent witnesses 
to prove his incompetency. Mr. Hassler might 
look odd and shabby in his dusty old coa); 
but, in the field of science, he was at home, 
and, not only at home, but major dom. 
He appealed to the experience of gentlemen 
here who had been to college, if they had 
ever seen a great mathematician who was not 
an odd sort of a man. He well remembered 
old Jemmy Read, of Washington College, Pa; 
and he appealed to the Representative of the Wash- 
ington district to say if any one ever taught mathe. 
matics better, litthe common sense as he had out of 
doors. A man might have all the depths of New- 
ton knowledge, and yet not know that a New 
Jersey pettifogging lawyer cuu'd pat him in jail 
among felons. He appealed to gentlemen not to 
be prejudiced by Mr. Hassler’s manner. As to his 
age—irue, he was old; yet he bad an old-fashioned 
constitation that could stand much. He wasan 
octogenarian in age, with all his mental faculties 
in full vigor. 


Mr. HOLMES said this motion was discourie- 
ous to the committee, and disrespectfal to the 
House. As a member of the committee to which 
this subject had been referred, he had left the matier 
principally to the gentleman before him [Mr. Ma 
Lory,] and the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
r. Cusnina;] who, he would state, seemed io 
him to go with a predetermination into the investi- 
gation. And he would say again, so far from 
feeling the mental incompetency and the vast infe- 
riority of the gentleman they had assailed, and 
whose character for science they would pull down, 
he had felt rebuked when the answers were given 
to the interrogations put to him. He had felt that 
the commitiee, having just looked into the books 
and learned the alphabet «f science, were display- 
ing !o him, who was the great master in science, 
the little knowledge which they had; and he ap- 
pealed to the gentleman from Virginia whether, 
when they went into a collision of intellect, they 
were not invariably put down. He (Mr. H) 
thought the best way for himself was to retreal, 
and he believed the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Wise] did the same, [laughter;} and ae the 
other gentleman to carry on the contest. com: 
mittee summoned Mr. Hassler before them; and 
they took testimony; but they never made a report, 
which ought to be made after a full examination, 
before they pronounced judgment on one whose 
intellect had illuminated not this country alone— 
for it was the admiration of the philosophers of 
Europe. Was it fair and respecifal, then, to the 
House, under such circumstances, to ask them '0 
rely on the épse dizit of individuals alone? Mr. 
Hassler might have admitted an error in oneof 
the maps, as the gentleman from New Jersey! 
stated; and the great mind of Mr. Hassler migb! 
be revelling in the light of trath. Who did ne 
remember the story of Galileo, who, whet 
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confessed his errcr in his discovery that the 
revolved round the sun, but who whispered 
toa neighbor, at the same time, “Though I do 
nfess my error, the world will go round the sun, 
for all that.” And those philosophers would find 
that, in the judgment of posterity, (if they were 
ble of knowing aught about the things of this 
jife,) the world does go round the sun, for all that. 
He hoped the House would get a fall report from 
the committee, who were made the jury in the 
care, before they ventured to determine on such an 
important subject; and not destroy, on an appro 
priation bill, on ex parte statements, a plan which 
was commenced in the time of Mr. Jefferson, 
which bad been prosecuted at a vast expense, 
which embraced the whole line of their coast, and 
not only the lives of their marine, but the passen- 
ers who came to our shores, and the great inter- 
ests of commercial enterprise. 


Mr. CUSHING went intoa lengthened state- 
ment of the proceedings of the committee to whom 
this inves'igati.n Was intrustec; who, having been 
ynable to complete their inquiries during the last 
session, Were continued, by a resolution of the 
House on the day of its adjournment, to the pres- 
ent session. Tne sutject was divided into two 
classes—administrative and scientific; the former 
of which only bad they fully considered. And not- 
withstanding the conclusions of his own mind on 
that branch of the subject which they had explored 
—leeling strongly the public importance, and the 
deep interest to the country, and to its commerce, 
and to the learning and science of the world, of this 

reat scientific work—he hoped it wonld be prose- 
cuted to its completion. He regret'ed that this ap- 
propriation had pot been permitted to pass, and he 
hoped the committee would not agree to strike it 
out, So high was his estimate of the work, that 
noi only incompetency, but mismanagement should 
be pardoned to secure its completion. He intended 
to vote for this appropriation, though he felt bound 
to slate the conclusion to which he, in common 
with others, had arrived respecting the character of 
the superintendent. The class of topics which 
he called administrative, he divided into two 
branches: the physical condition and the men- 
tal condition of the person who had the super- 
intendence of the work. And he was the last 
man to say that an old and faithful servant, 
who had discharged his duty to his country, should 
be removed fur his infirmities; but, if that fact 
were pat in issue—to wit, whether that coast sur- 
vey had been unnecessarily delayed; whether prop- 
er despa'ch and al! practical economy had been re- 
sorted to.—on going into those questions, they 
would ron their heads against the fact that Mr. 
Hassler, from the infirmities of age, was deprived, 
during a portion of the year, of the fall ability to 
superintend the work, asa younger and more vig- 
orous man would do. The work had been delayed 
by the infirmities of age. 

Mr. WISE said that sickness had caused it. It 
was the fever which had produced delay. 

Mr. CUSHING. Yes, and that was connected 
vith old age. And he was told that the average 
employment had not been more than three months 
in the year. 

Mr. WiSE said that he was a younger man 
than the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr. CUSHING. I call the gentleman to order. 
[Roars of laughter. ] 

Mr. WISE repeated that he was a younger man 
byseveral years than the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts; and yet he had been confined fur six weeks this 
fall with the bilious fever. But it was said that Mr. 
Hassler had been but three months in the field in 
the year; and here he would observe, that if he had 
not been in the field, (and there were five or six 
months in the year during which the youngest 
could not be in the field,) he had been in his office, 
going through the figures which the field-work had 
Accumulated. 

Mr. CUSHING said he did not wish now to be 
Pressed to go into the minute details; and there- 
fore he would return to the question of physical 
incompetency. What was the nature of the coast 
survey? It was, in fact, a great burean of this 

vernment; and Mr. Hassler was the superin- 
endent of its vast enterprise—a tureau involving 
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a much larger personns! and expenditure of money 
than some other bureaus of this Government; and 
it was one of the difficulties which stood in the 
way of a speedy and prompt prosecution of the 
work, that an individual had been selected who, 
whatever and how superlative soever Mr. Hass- 
ler’s merits might be, did not bring adminisirative 
merit to the conduct of a bureau in which so many 
persons were employed, and an anoual expenditure 
incurred of $100,000. 

Mr. WISE asked the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts (Mr. Cusnine] if he was one of those who 
came to the conclusion that Mr. Hassler was men- 
tally and physically incapable, as stated by his col- 
league. 

Mr. CUSHING said he was not present when 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Mattory] was 
on the floor, and did not hear what was said by 
him. 

Mr. [{ALLORY begged leave to explain. He 
had stated thai the basis of the report they contem- 
plated making, was the conviction on their minds 
that Mr. Hassler was mentally and physically in- 
capable of discharging the duties of superintendent. 

Mr. CUSHING said that he had already suffi- 
ciently gone into detail in regard to the physical 
part of the subject; and, as to the mental part of it, 
he wished to avoid going into it. It was enough 
for him to say that he came to the conclusion that 
Mr. Hassler was incompetent to the discharge of 
his administrative duties as head of the burean. 
He did not intend to enter into the question 
whether Mr. H., as a man of science, was compe- 
tent or incompetent. But granting that his scien- 
tific qualifications were as great as the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Wise] rated them to be; yer, 
he was satisfied that the House, upon an exami- 
naion of the testimony taken by the committer, 
would come to the conclusion that he was unfitted 
to discharge the administrative part of his dutics. 
Mr. C., however, strongly deprecated the with- 
drawal of the appropriation. He had rather (he 
said) that the surveys should be continued under 
the charg: cf Mr. Hassler, than retard a work that 
was so important in a scientific and commercial 
point of view. He hoped the committee would 
leave the appropriation as it was. 

On motion by Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, the com- 
mittee rose and reported progress. 

Mr. JOHN G. FLOYD moved that when the 
House adjourned, it should adjourn over to Mon- 
day next. 

Mr. FILLMORE called for the yeas and nays 
on the motion, which were ordered; when 

Mr. FLOYD withdrew the motion. 

The House then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Saturpay, December 17, 1842. 

Mr. Dixon H. Lewis and Mr. Smietps of 
Alabama, and Mr. Gwin of Mississippi, this 
morving took their seats. Mr. Prorrit, also, has 
arrived in the city, but in such a state of ill healih 
as to confine him to his room. 

Mr. MEDILL presented a memorial from a 
nuuber of the citizens of Somerset, Ohio, inclu- 
ding six members of the bar at that place, asking 
a repeal of the law of the last session, establish- 
ing the summer term of the circuit aad district 
courts for Ohio, at Cincinnati, and that both terms 
be held at Columbus, as formerly. 

By the request of Mr. LOWELL, the following 
petitions and papers were taken from the files and 
referred, viz: 

The petition and other papers of Nicholas 
Thomas for a pension: to the committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions; 

The petition and other papers of Henry Dorr 
for a pension: to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions; 

The petition and other papers of William Pool 
for a pension: to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions; 

The petition of Freeman Hall and others for an 
appropriation for a breakwater at Matinicus Island, 
Maine: to the Committee on Commerce; and 

The petition of John Patten, jr., for the allow- 
ance of a bounty on fishing schooner *Credit.” 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL introduced his colleague, 
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the Lion. S. W. Trorm, who was sworn, and took 
his seat. (Mr. Trorm is the successor of Mr. 
Samson H. Borcer.] 


KENTUCKY ASYLUM. 


Mr J. R. THOMPSON asked leave to intro- 
duce a bill in relation to the land heretofore given 
to the Kentucky asylum for the deaf and dumb. 

Alter some objection on the part of Mr. BAR- 
NARD to the irregularity of the proceeding, (no 
notice having been given,) and some explanations 
hy Mr. THOMPSON, the bill was allowed te be 
introduced, and passed through ail its stages. 


LIBRARY OF CONGRESS. 
Mr. TILLINGHAST submitted the following 
joint resolution; and it was agreed to: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States in Congress assembled, That of the copies 
of the catalogue of the Library of Congresa, last published, 
now remaining on hand, there be distributed, by the librarian, 
one copy to each member of Congress. 


THE PUBLIC CREDIT. 

Mr. EVERETT gave notice that he would, to- 
morrow, or on the first opportunity, ask leave to 
introduce a bill entitled ‘*A bill to revive and es- 
tablish the pablic credit.” (Laughter.] 

REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 

Mr. EVERETT offered the following resolution; 
and it was agreed tc: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions be 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting a pension 
to Adam Pond, a revolutionary soldier, 


He also offered the following resolutions; which 
were adopted: 





























Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims be 
iustructed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing patents 
to issue to Chester Baxter, A. Blake, and Jason Steele, for lots 
Nos, 27, 28, 36, 37, 38, 29, and 40, in townxehip 16, range 16 east, 
in the southeastern district of Louisiana. 

Resolved, That the claim of the administrator of Joseph 
Edson, someitime marshal of the Vermont district, for pound 
age on sundry executions in favor of the United States, be re 
ferred to the Judiciary Committee, 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL presented a memorial 
of citizens of Philade!phia, relative to French spoli- 
ations prior to 1800, which he briefly explained; 
and urged the necessity of acting at an early day 
on the bill now on the calendar of the House on 
that subject. The memorial was committed to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


PENITENTIARY OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA. 


Mr. BOARDMAN submitted the following re- 
solution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed to communicate to this House the annual expenge to the 
public treasury of maintaining the penitentiary in the District 
of Columbia during the last five years. Also the number of 
officers and men now employed in the charge and superinten- 
dence thereof, with the compensation allowed to each, the 
number of prisoners confined therein, the offences for which 
they were severally sentenced, and the periods for which they 
were to be confined. Also the occupation of the several pris- 
oners—whether employed by contractors, at a stipulated price, 
under the superintendence of the officers, or upon materials 
or work immediately for the use of the Government, together 
with the gross amouut of the avails of the labor of the pria- 
oners ; he cost of the food, clothes, and medicine of the 
prisoners. Also the expense incurred by any agency or com- 
mission instituted within the last two years, for any purpose 
connected with the prison, and chargeable upon the treasury. 


Mr. BOWNE said he wished the House to get 
to its regular business, and therefore he objected 
to these resolations, and to all others at this time. 

The resolution was in consequence not received. 


CIVIL AND seg reg ~ ag APPROPRIATION 
ILL. 

Mr. FILLMORE said the chairman of the Com- 
miitee on Claims had appealed to him to allow 
this day to be devoted to private bills; but he, nev- 
ertheless, felt bound to move that the House re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole, on bill 
No. 615, being a bill making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government 
for the balf calendar year ending the 30th day of 
June, 1843. He made this motion, as he con- 
ceived, in the discharge of his duty; and he left it 
to the House to dispose of it as it might think 
proper. 

The SPEAKER put the gnestion, and an- 
nounced that the noes appeared to have it. 

A division was called for; and the Speaker an- 
nounced the result to be 52 in the effirmative, and 
48 in the negative—being less than a quorum. 
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Tellers were calied for, (a quorum evidently be- 
ing in the House;) and Mesers. BoarpmMan and 
WELLER were appc inted; and, after taking the 
vote, they announced the result to be 86 in the af- 
firmative, end 53 in the negative. The motion 
was therefore carried, and Mr. Brieas took the 
chair. 

When the committce rose yesterday, the pending 
question was on the motion of Mr. Aycriaa, to 
strike out the item of $50,000 for the coast survey; 
and the debate on that question was now resumed. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL entered into a defence 
of Mr. Hassler, whose history, connexion with 
this Government, sacrifices, services, attainments, 
and qualification, he minutely detailed and eulo- 
ized. 

Mr. REYNOLDS obtained the floor, but yield- 
ed it to 

Mr. AYCRIGG, who made a brief explan 
ation ‘in reply to Mr. Incersott. The reporter 
heard Mr. A. too indistinetly to venture upona 
sketch of his remarks. 


Mr. REYNOLDS said it bad been repeatedly 
asserted in the course of the debate, that Mr. Hass- 
ler had vo friends here; but be should infer, afier 
hearing the warm and elcquent eulogy pronounced 
on him by the gentleman from Philadelphia, [Mr. 
J. R Incersoxt,} that he could not have an abler 
or more zealous advocate, either with or without a 
fee; though he was sure that the gentleman defend- 
ed him without one. Mr. R. said that he, for one, 
was not an enemy of Mr. Hassler; on the contrary, 
he was his friend. He was not one to say that, 
because he was a foreigner, he should not receive the 
patronage of the Government; for he would make 
no distinction between native and adopted citizens. 
This country was but of recent growth, and buta 
few years back we were a!l foreigners; so that a 
doctrine contrary to his would exclude all. Bat 
to return to the subject under discussion. Ac- 
cording io the gentleman from Philadelphia, if Mr. 
Hassler was to be turned ont of office, this Repub- 
lic would be put an end to—the wheels of the Gov- 
ernment would staud still; and not only that, but 
this great work, so important to the scientific and 
commercial worl’, would be stopped. This was 
the force of the gentleman’s argument. Why, the 
work might be stopped, and still the Republic suf- 
fer nodetriment. Ifthe gentleman would refer toone 
of the documents which be had been handling, he 
wouid find that the work was once suspended for fif- 
teen years, and siill no great evils happened in con- 
sequence of it. Now, he only wanted it to be sus- 
pended till the report of the commitiee came in, 
and then they would be better able to determine 
what course it was proper to take in regard to it. 
The gentleman contended that a majority of the 
committee did not come to the conclusion (as stated 
by the gentleman from Virginia) that Mr Hassler 
was menially and physically incompetent. Now, 
he did not know how the gentleman arrived at that 
conclusion. Some people were so aristocratic in 
their ideas, that they did not wish the majority to 
govern; but he hoped that the mind of the gentle- 
man, though he lived in the fine city of Philadel- 
phia, was not so perverted as to make him believe 
that two were a majority of five. Had not the 
committee the right to say that Mr. Hassler was 
physically and mentally incompetent? He was 
told that the gentleman from Philadelphia was a 
lawyer, and a very eminent one—he was, too, a 
Philadelphia lawyer. 

{Mr. Inewrsott here made some remark not 
heard by the reporier.] 

Mr. R. said that he took the gentleman fora 
lawyer from his special pleading, and he would 
cite a sample of it. The gentleman said that there 
was no report. True, there was not a written one; 
but the majority of the committee informed the 
House of the bases of one that they had agreed 
vpon. The gentleman, perhaps, would not agree 
that there was a report until be saw it in Gales & 
Seaton’s paper, with Gales & Seaton’s ink and type. 
Mr. R. then spoke of the Atlantic influence 
which operated in favor of this appropriation, and 
said that the gentleman resided in the city of Phil- 
adeiphia, where everybody was in favor of the 
coast survey. He was also surrounded by the in- 
fluence of those whose employments depended on 
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the continuance of the survey. The information 
which the gentleman go! this morning, and which 
he had just communicated to the House, came 
from that source. The other members of the com- 
mittee, also, were subject to this Atlantic influ- 
ence, and would, therefore, vote for the appropria- 
tion. This was all very natural and very proper. 
He himself lived ander an influence of a different 
nature—he meant that of the national road—and 
should endeaver to obtain all the appropriations he 
could for it. Let us, however, (said Mr. R.,) re~ 
turn to Mr. Hassler. He believed it was an ex- 
traordinary issue, that the Congress of the United 
States should go into an investigation of a man’s 
age. Now, it was not necessary for the committee 
to say anything about age; they had a right to say 
that the superintendent was mentally and physical- 
ly incompetent, withovt referring to his age. Here 
were three individuals, under the solemnity of their 
oaths, declared that he was mentally and physical- 
ly incompetent. Was not this enough, without go- 
ing into his age? Ought he, afier the announce- 
ment of this fact, to continue in office? Should the 
President be forced to continue him? Had Mr. 
Hassler a right to this effice for life? He was 
aware that there was a mistaken notion entertained 
by many, that a public officer had a property in the 
office he held; bat he did not agree to give in to 
such a doctrine. The gentleman from Philadel- 
phia urged that Mr. H. was not only a man of 
science and a philosopher, but that he was the only 
man in the Union capable of carrying on this 
work. Now, he looked upon it as a reproach to 
the Union—as disreputable to the Republic—to say 
that, out of a popuiation of seventeen millions, 
there was only one man capable of suri eying our 
coasts. Where was the West Point academy, and 
the number of scientific youn? men there yearly 
educated at a vast expense to the nation? Would 
the gentleman say that none of these were capable. 
If so, the institution ought to be abolished. Would 
the gentleman say that none of the officers «f the 
navy were capable? He would pause for the gen- 
tleman’s reply, and spare him a few minutes of the 
time alletted him (Mr. R ) to enable him to answer 
the inquiry. 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL said he would 
answer the gentleman with pleasure. He did not 
believe that there was a single officer of the army 
or navy, or, indeed, a single individual in the na- 
tion, capable of superintending the work as it had 
been done by Mr. Hassler. 

Mr. MALLORY, on leave being given him by 
@ir. Reynotps, said that he wonld give the gentle- 
man some information of what took place in the 
committee-room. Hearing the great age of the 
superintendent spoken of, they thought it neces- 
sary to ascertain whether the survey could be car- 
ried on, should he die before its completion; and 
they, therefore, made inquiries, in relation to this 
point, of some of the officers engaged in it, who 
were able and competent men. They answered 
that there were many men in the country perfectly 
competent, in every way, to carry on the work. 
Now, as to the sge of Mr. Hassler. He said that 
he had been fifty-six years in the public service, 
and that he first turned his attention to jurispru- 
dence and diplomacy. 

Mr. JOS. R. INGERSOLL said that he had re- 
ceived several communications on this subject, 
one of which was signed M. C, Hassler, in which 
the writer said that his father was just seventy- 
three years of age. 

Mr. REYNOLDS continued. The age of the 
individual bad nothing to do with the subject, 
the gentlemen of the committee not having been 
bound to give their reasons for coming to the con- 
clusion that they did—that he was mentally and 
physically incompetent. This was no disgrace 
to Mr. Hassler. He ought to retire from the 
public service, for no man would desire to 
continue in office after such an announce- 
ment No man was disgraced by losing of 
fice, any more than by being beaten in an elec- 
tion. There was his friend before bim, who 
either had been, or would be beaten; and yet it was 
no disgrace to him. Let the old gentleman, then, 
retire; and he would find himself much more com- 
fortable in the bosom of his family, than camping 


out in the snows of New Jersey, as Stated by the 
geutleman from Pennsylvania. Bat the friends of 
Mr. H. on this floor wanted to make his ¢ 

a pretext for continuing the appropriation, an4 
dwelt much on his services, and the hardships be 
encountered. Did he not hear the gentleman from 
Philadelphia eloquently declximing about the storms 
hovering over the o!d man’s head, while he Was 
engaged in his arduous labors in the fields, 
ground covered with snow, and he without a tent 
to lie in? Why, no attack was made on Mr. Hass, 
ler’s character. The affair of the map was only 
spoken of by the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr, 
Aycriac] as an evidence of his incompetency, ang 
not of his criminality. No forgery was charged, 
The gentleman, as a lawyer, knew very well wha 
constituted forgery; and that the charge did ao, 
amounttothat. After some further remarks, Mr, 
R. went on to urge that the appropriation for the 
survey should be postponed at least till the repor 
of the committee was received. This he ¢op. 
ceived to be required by prudence, as well as eon. 
omy. He further observed, that while he was for 
an economical! expendi‘ure of the public money, he 
was for equalizing the appropriations more thay 
had hitherto been done, between the Atlantic and 
Western portions of the Union. He looked upon 
the harbors for the lakes, the improvement of the 
Mississippi and Ohio, and the purchasing out, s 
as to make free, the Louisville and Portland (3. 
nal, as objects of far more importance than th 
coast survey. 


Mr. TILLINGHAST rose and advocated the 
appropriation. He commenced by referring 1 
the arraignment of an ancient philosopher and 
poet before the Areopagus, where he appeared on 
trial, and seemed to be mentally and physically 
incompetent. That man was Sophocles, and was 
thought to be insane. Yet he defended himself 
by reading a portion of a work he was then en 
gaged in writing—the celebrated tragedy of the 
C2dipus Coloneus—a work read with pleasure 
even to the present day. The trial of Mr. Has. 
Jer at this time reminded bim of this inciden. 
He, too, had defended himself, by detailing a por- 
tion of his labors—which, however, were such 
as not to be understood by his judges. Yet this 
philosopher was engaged upon a work which here. 
a(ier might render him as celebrated in one depart 
ment of knowledge, as old Sophocles was in an 
other. 

He (Mr. T.) thought that the object sought to 
be attained could not be accomplished by rejecting 
this appropriation. A law remained in force au 
thorizing the President to employ a superintendent 
of the coast survey; and so long as this was the 
law, a superiniendent might be kept in office. If 
there was any fault to find with the present super: 
intendence, the House should express their opinion, 
and induce the President to change it. If it was 
alleged that the work was failing to answer its 
purpose, and was only calculated to decoy into 
danger, instead of affording beacons for the pres 
ervation of life and properiy, let there be an it- 
vestigation; let Mr. Hassler’s performance be it- 
quired into, and justice done him. He (Mr T.) 
deprecated any act of the House that would sud- 
denly assign Mr. Has-ler to retirement and dix 
mission, without due investigation. 

He went on to explain the reason of the differ- 
ence of the map from tbe correct standard. Heal 
luded to the pamphle: correcting the four hundred 
errors, referred to yesterday by the gentleman from 
New Jersey, [Mr. Aycriae,] as baving been com: 
mitted in a book of 200. pages. This minute cor 
rection was to him an evidence of the extreme de 
sire on Mr. H.’s part tobe accurate. He reat 
from the pamphlet’ of errata to show that the ¢r- 
rors charged were mostly errors of grammar apd 
style, and not mathematical errors. : 

Mr. WISE wished the committee to take notice 
that the gentleman from Rhode Island read from 
the book adduced on yesterday by the gentlemat 
from New Jersey, (Mr. Aycriaa,] to prove the it: 
competency of Mr. Hassler. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST resumed. These erfor 
were of the most trifling character, or, as a gentle 
man near him [Mr.C. J, Inaersont] said, wet 
mere corrigenda. He had been informed by scientife 
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men that Mr. H.’s work was, in all respects, re- 


markably accurate. He proceeded to notice a 
number of objections urged against the superin- 
yendenc? of this survey. He had no evidence of 
the inertness of Mr. Hassler, and the assistants un- 
jerbim. Sofar from it, their duties had been 
ursved with remarkable industry and vigor. As 
io the delay ia the publication of the maps, he 
could see no reason to censure Mr. H. for not 
pringing them out until he was authorized to do 
so, He denied that a great scientific work, like 
ihis survey, could be properly carried on, as had 
been proposed, under the administrative superin- 
yepdence of a bureaa. Noone was better calcu- 
iated to superintend it than Mr. Hassler, although 
he might be old; and yet, not so old as some men 
of great intellectual vigor who sat before him. Af- 
tera few more remarks in relation to the impor- 
tance of the survey to the whole country, and to its 
commerce, he took hisseat. 


MrGILMER, said he rose for the purpose of 
offering an amendment, rather than to make a 
b. 
— the commitiee from coming to a vote upon 
ihe question to-day. Ii seemed to him that the 
debate bad taken—he would not say too wide a 
range—dut a range too far from the work. He 
could not perceive what the merits and qualifica- 
tions of Mr. Hassler as a man of science and a 
mathematician had to do with the expediency and 
propriety of making this appropriation. He (Mr.G.) 
knew noting of the acquirements of Mr. Hassler, 
and his competency io produce a work adequate to 
the wants of the country. He could not under- 
take to decide ina matter where doctors so widely 
differed among themselves. [A voice Lawyers ] Yes, 
where both doctors and lawyers disagreed. [Laugh- 
ter.] Nor could he see the application of the re- 
marks of the gentleman from Rhode Island, [Mr. 
TrtuinauasT,] in relation to the trial of Sophocles, 
to the present item of appropriation. 


He (Mr. G.) was disposed to regard this as a 
matter of appropriation solely. He was prepared 
to reduce every appropriation and every expendi- 
wre under the Government which would admit of 
i, It was, as be conscientiously believed, the duty 
of Congress to make this reduction—a duty, the 
performance of which was imperiously demanded 
of them by the condition of the country. Thisex’ 
penditure was one, he conceived, which “might be 
dispensed with without injury to the Government. 
He would go farther than this; he would advocate 
astill further reduction of the army from that 
made at the last session, especially among the staff, 
and in the engineer department. In short, he 
meant to vote for reductions in every department 
that wouid admit of it. 


Here Mr. G. was interrupted by calls for the 
committee to rise; to which he yielded, in order that 
atest vote might be taken. The committee re- 
fused to rise—ayes 57, noes 72. 


Mr. GILMER resumed, and expressed his grati- 
fication that the committee had refused to rise. 
He reiterated his assurance that he did not mean, 
by his vote, to express any opinion of Mr. Hassler 
asaman of science. It had, however, been urged 
as areason for continuing the appropriation, that 
asudden suspension of the survey would occasion 
injury to the Government, from the fact that ex- 
tensive field-notes had been taken, though not 
yetreckoned out—a process which could not be 
accomplished by any one else so well as by Mr. 
Hassler. He admitted the argument in part; and 
i'was the object of the amendment he should sub- 
mit to obviate the difficulty. Insiead of making the 
appropriation of $50,000, as contained in the bill, he 
should propose to substitute such a sum only as 
Would be necessary to enable Mr. Hassler to com- 
plete, in the closet, the notes and observations al- 
teady taken in the field. When the treasury should 
bein a betier condition, the survey might be resumed. 
Bat, at present, the expenses of this Government 
exceeded its income. The Government was puz- 
zled how to raise means to meet its most pressing 
and immedia'e engagements. It had borrowed un- 
til it could borrow no more. There was but one 
alernanve left—and that a reduction of expenses, 
and the withholding of all appropriations not of 


It was not his purpose to doanything to | 


absolute necessity. The present was one of that 
character, and therefore he opposed it. 

He was loth to do injary either to the Govern- 
ment or to individuals, and, therefore, on the present 
occasion, he was willing to grant such a sum as 
would enable Mr. Hassler to complete his notes. 
The same process of reduction he would have 
carried into effect with regard to other appropria- 
tions. 

Mr. AYCRIGG here suggested to Mr. G. to move 
to strike out $50,000, and insert $20,000. 


Mr. GILMER accepted the snggestion, and 
made a motion accordingly. The committee, he 
said, would perceive that, by the proposed reduction, 
$30 000 would be saved the ensuing year, and 
$100,000 each year thereafier. It was impossible 
for a Government like ours to tak? any sach step 
as that proposed, without experiencing a temporary 
inconvenience. Its paramount duty was retrench- 
ment. The only remedy for the times was re~ 
trenchmeni; and, indeed, it was the only remedy 
that could be successfully resoried to in order to 
restore private and public faijh, now sunk so low 
as to make every American with patriotic feelings 
look upon his country with the deepest regret. 

Mr. AYCRIGG here signified his acceptance 
of the motion of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Gitm_er.] in lieu of his own; which was to sirike 
out the whole appropriation. 

Mr. BURNELL then obtained the floor, and 
was aboutto address the commiitee, when, at the 
request of many members, he yielded to a motion 
that the committee rise; which motion was carried. 

The committee rose and reported progress. 

Mr. WISE offered a resolution of inquiry, which 
was adopted, calling on the Secretary of the Navy 
for information in relation to the appropriation of 
last session for the construction of a dry-dock at 
Brooklyn. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House several 
execuiive communications: 

1. A communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, in answer to a resolution of the House of 
June 23d, 1842, calling for a statement of the num- 
ber of cargoes entered at American and foreign 
ports by ves-els of the United States. Laid on the 
iable, and ordered to be printed. 

2 A communication trom the Treasury Depart- 
ment, covering the report of the Commissioner of 
ihe Genera! Land Office, in relation to certain pri- 
vate Jand claims at New Orleans: referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. BOARDMAN again offered his resolution, 
calling on President for imformation respecting 
the penitentiary in the District of Columbia; 
which was adopted. 

Mr. CUSHING offered a resolution, (which was 
adopted,) instructing the Committee on Kevolution- 
ary Pensions to inquire inte the expediency of re- 
viving the act of July, 1838, allowing pensions to 
certaia widows. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL inquired of the Chair 
when resolutions would be in order? 

The SPEAKER answered, Monday next; which 
will be resolation day. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 19, 1842. 

Mr. Wacker of Mississippi, and Mr. Szvier of 
Arkansas, appeared in their seats to-day. 

Atter the reading of the journal, 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before ‘he Senate 
@ communication from the Treasury Department, 
transmitting the annual report of the Secretary, 
showing the condition of the finances; when, 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the report wag re- 
ferred to the Commi'tee on Finance, and 1,700 
copies, in addition to the usual quantity, were order- 
ed to be printed; 200 of which to be subj-ct to the 
disposal of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. also laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, transmitting the annual report of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office; which, 
on motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, was order- 
ed to lic on the table’and be printed. 


ES 


Also, laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Navy Department, covering a report, in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 
29ib June, 1842, upon the subject of the cultiva- 
tion of hemp; which, on motion of Mr. BAYARD, 
was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. BATES presented a petition from Samuel 
Dicy for a pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
a large number of persons engaged in the manu- 
facture of hats, similar to others presented by him, 
praying Congress so to modify the tariff as to ad- 
mit hatters’ furs free of duty: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures. 

Mr. LINN presented the memoria! of Mr. 
Thomas Allen, printer to the Senate, praying pay- 
ment for the printing of the Compendinm of the 
Sixth Census. Mr. L. said there was a letter from 
the Secretary of Sta'e accompanying the memorial, 
urging upon Congress the propriety of paying the 
claim. The whole subject was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of John 
Woodward, of Bloomingburg, N. Y., praying com- 
pensation for services during the revolutionary 
war; which was referred to the Committee on Rey- 
olutionary Claims. 

Also presented the petition of Jonathan Brown, 
of Sullivan county, N. Y., a drummer in the revo- 
lutionary army, praying a pension: referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CONRAD presented a petition from the 
New Orleans and Carrollion Railroad Company, 
praying a modification of the tariff, and an ex'en- 
sion of the time now required for laying down iron 
imported for she use of their railroad: referred to the 
Commitiee on Finance. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a petition from the 
directors of the Petersburg Railroad Company, 
praying an extension of the time required by law 
for laying down the iron imported tor the use of 
said company: referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

Mr. STURGEON presen’ed a memoria! from 
C. Evans, praying that his invention to prevent the 
explosion of steam-boilets may be applied to the 
steam-vessels of the United States: referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. McROBERTS presented a memorial from 
citizens of Illinois, asking Congress to refund to 
Genera! Jackson the fine and costs impcsed on him 
by Judge Hall of New Orleans, and the interest 
thereon: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BARROW presented a petition from John 
L. Delee, praying for the privilege of entering land 
in lieu of land lost to him by the settlement of the 
boundary |ine between the United States and Tex- 
as: referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented a petition of citi- 
zens of the Siate of Maine, praying for the repeal 
of the bankrupt law: referred to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

Oa motion of Mr. WIL IAMS, the petition of 
Noah Miller was ordered to be taken from the 
files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Messrs. BATES, EVANS, SMITH of Indiana, 
FULTON, and LINN, severally gave notice that 
they would, on to-morrow, ask leave to introduce 
certain bills. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. LINN, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of Jacques Bon and Alexander Coleman, 
and their heirs and legal representatives; and 

A bill to confirm the title of the heirs of Joseph 
Thompson, senior, deceased, to a tract ot land in 
Missoun; 
which were read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

Also, on leave, introduced a bill to authorize the 
adoption of measures for the occupation and set- 
tlement of the territory of Oregon, and to extend a 
certain portion of the Jaws of the United States 
over the same, and for other purposes; which was 
read twice, and, on motion of Mr. LINN, referred 
to a select committee, to consist of five, to be ap- 
pointed by the Chair.. Thereupon, the Chair ap- 
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pointed Messrs. Linn, Wacker, Sevier, Merricr, 
and Pues, to constitute said committee, 

Mr. STURGEON, on leave, introduced a bill for 
the relief of Lacretia Haymaker, heir at law of 
John Béwn; which was twice read, and referred 
to the Commitiee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER it was 


Reaolved, That the Committee onthe Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of permitting the Siate of 
Mississippi to appropriate $25,000 of the two percent. fund of 
said State towards the completion of the railroad from Jackson 
to Brandon, on the conditions designated by said State. 


MEXICAN CLAIMS. 


Mr. CONRAD submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which lies over one day, under the rule, viz: 

Resolved, Tuat the Secretary of State be requested to com. 
municate to the Senate (if not incompatible with the public in- 
terest) whether the amount due and pee by Mexico for in- 
demnity to citizens of the United States, under the late 
convention, has been paid in conformity with the terms of said 
conveniion; if not, whetherany, and what, measures have been 
adopted by our Government to obtain or enforce payment; and 
also, to obtain the recogaition of such claims as Were submitted 
to, but not finally acted upon, by the late joint commission. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported back without amendment, 
ani with a recommendation that it pass, the bill to 
allow a drawback on foreizn merchandise exported 
in original packages (o Chihuahua and Santa Fe, 
in Mexico. 

Mr. H. also reported, from the same committee, 
a bill to authorize the issuing of a new register to, 
and to change the name of, the ship Wesichester 
of New York, to that of the Aliantic of New 
York; which was read, considered as in commitiee 
of the whole, reported to the Senate, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 


Oa motion by Mr. TALLMADGE, the papers 
of Ju:eph Robey were ordered to be withdrawn 
from the files of ihe Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on the Pablic Lands. 


Mr. TALLMADGE prevented a memorial from 
a committee on behalf of claimants to indemnity 
for French spol:ations prior to 1800; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. T. also presented a petition from John Bos- 
worth, praying for a pensio:; which was referred 
io the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. RIVES presented a memorial from George 
Tayler, of the District of Columbia, praying in- 
demnity for French spoliations prior to 1800: refer- 
red to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. R. also presented a memorial from Mary 
W. Harrison, widow and erecutrix of the late 
Benjamin Harrison, praying the passage of a law 
authorizing the resettiement of the accounts of her 
late husband with the Government, there being 
many errors in the former settlement: referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


DEATH OF Mr. HABERSHAM. 


A meisage was here received from the House of 
Representatives, announcing to the Senate the death 
of the Hon. Ricnarp W. Hasersnam, late Rep- 
resentative from the State of Georgia, and the pass- 
age of certain resolutions; which message being 
read, 

Mr. BERRIEN rose and addressed the Senate 
as follows: 

Mr. President: Lo offering the resola'ions which 
it is my duty to submit to the Senate on this occa- 
sion, the usage of this Chamber requires that I 
should accompany them with some notice, however 
brie!, of the character of the deceased—with some 
reference, however transient, to the event which 
cails for this expression of our sympathy. 

It would be to me, sir, a grateful, though a 
melancholy «flice, to pronounce the eulogy of my 
departed friend and associate—to dwell with cher- 
ished reevilection on his public virtue:—on his 
private worth—above all, on that benevolence of 
feeling, which was so beautifully exhibited in all 
his intercourse with his fellow-men. Ii would be 
my privilege to speak of bim thus, sir; for it has 
been my good fortune to have been associated with 
him from his earlier years, in relations of kindness 
and amity, whichexperieneed no solitary interrup - 
tion to the close of his life; while, in mutually cherish- 
ing these feelings, we only lengthened the chain 
which had united our fathers in like friendly — 
bonds. The occasion is, however, perhaps, in- 
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appropriate to the expression of mere private feel- 
ing—and I forbear. 

Mr. Haseasuam was a native of Georgia. His 
family name is associated with the records of her 
colonization, and is honorably inscribed on the 
pages of her provincial annals. It has been dis- 
tinguished in eachsuccessive period of her history, 
and, unsullied by aspot, willnow be registered on 
the stone which covers his own remains. In 
Georgia, sir, that name is the synonyme of patri- 
olism, integrity,and benevolence. 

Jir. Hapersnam was born in the city of Savan- 
nah—I think in the year 1786. He obtained his 
collegiate education at Nassau Hal), in New Jer- 
sey; received the honors of that institution in 1805; 
aod, returning to his native State, after the usual 
course of preparatory study, was called to the bar. 
He was early distinguished among his professional 
associates, and was for a series of years the coun- 
sel of the United Siates in the courts of that dis- 
trict. He retired from office, with the applause of 
the people of Georgia, when the duties which it 
imposed conflicted with bis own sense of justice 
to a portion of his fellow-citizens. He served with 
reputation in the municipality of the city of Sa- 
vannah, and in the Legislature of his native State, 
and has been twice honored by a seat in the coun- 
cils of the Union. It can scarcely be necessary 
to say to those to whom I address myself, that his 
duties here have been discharged with zeal and 
fidelity, with assiduity and intelligerce, and 
in afrank and conciliatory spirit, which, even amid 
the conflicts of party, secured to him the esteem 
and regard of his ussociates. He died at his own 
residence in Georygia, on the 2d instant, at a mo- 
ment when, but for the disease which had pros- 
trated him, he would have been hastening to unite 
with us in the duties of legislation. 

Mr. Hapersham has now closed his earthly 
labors. Hereafter, among us, he lives only in the 
memory of his virtues. These will be long held 
in grateful remembrance by those to whom he was 
most intimately known. The recollection of them 
will, I trust, assuage the sorrows of the widowed 
pariner of his life, and of that group of orphans 
who are clustering around her in this hour of 
anguish. 

But Mr. Hapensuam yet liver. The record of 
this probationary life, as to bim, indeed, is closed 
forever. But he has gone, in the imwortality of 
his being, to render his account to his Creator and 
his Judge. It remains to us to hope that he may find 
acceptance in that solemn hour through the ato- 
“ning blood of the Redeemer; and to inscribe on our 
own hearts the monitory lesson which this event 
is ca'culated to impart. 

Mr. B. closed by offering the usual resolutions 
in testimony ef the respect of the Senate for the 
memory of the deceased, and authorizing the wear- 
ing of crape; which were read, and unanimously 
adopted; and, in accordance with which, the Senate 
forthwith adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Monpay, December 19, 1842. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi presented the 
petition of Nathaniel Mitchell, praying a grant of 
land for the purpose of making the experiment of 
extrac:ing turpentine, in profitable abundance, from 
the pine forest trees bordering on the Gulf of Mex- 
ico: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. MARSHALL ef Maine presented the peti- 
tion of Robert Patterson, and 43 others, ship mas- 
ters and merchants of Belfast, Maine, for the erec- 
tion of such beacons, spindles, and buoys, on the 
Muscle ridges in Penobscot Bay, as will render iis 
navigation more safe.! 

Also, the petition of George Drinkwater, and 
26 others, of Lincolnville, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Jones, and 40 oth- 
ers, of Camden, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Andrew Leach, and 61 
others, of Prexpect, for the same. 

Mr. GAMBLE of Georgia rose, and addressed 
the House as follows: 

' The present Congress, it is believed, has of- 
tener performed the paiafal duty of announcing 
the death of its members, than any which has 
preceded it under the Government. In the first 





week of our session, we were called upon to Jobn 
the last tribute of respect to the memory of inden 
who died on his way to the scat of Governmen Unite 
resume his duties as a member of this body; a tion ¢ 
to-day, the duty has devolved upon me to comm refer 
nicate to the House the mournful intelligence which Post 
has reached us, of the death of another member of Mi 
this branch of the National Legislature. Poy nd, A. ¥ 
time we entertained hopes that the ramor of hi in pr 
death was unfounded; or, at most, premature. : sas 0 
itis at length educed to painful certainty thy: on th 
Ricnarp W. Hazersnam is no more. He has Mi 
finished his course on earth; his seat in this Boar 
hall is vacant; and he now sleeps in the silen, Mich 
tomb. His constitution being naturally feeb), ed by 
and his health somewhat impaired when , MMe free. 
first took his seat as a member of this body He nance 


added to the severity of the climate, and his labo. 
rious and close atiention to his duties, whic 
was more than he was able to endure—bronght 
a disease, which has only terminated in his death; 
which painful event, as we are informed, too 
place at his residence in Habersham county, 
Georgia, on the second day of this month, su. 
rounded by his family and friends. Mr. Hazg. 
SHAM Was a descendant of one of the most henor. 
ble and distinguished families in Georgia, 4, 
was endowed with more than ordinary powers of 
mind, which was enlarged and cultivated by a jp. 
eraledacation. Being thus qualified, he early ep. 
gaged in public life, and, by a long course of y 
right ccndact and anbending integrity, he acqnind 
a degree of confidence which few attain, and (why 
is still more rare) which he never abused. He ha; 
occupied stations of honor and trust, both unde 
the Federal and State Governments, the duties of 
which he discharged to the full requisitions of th 
law, and entire satisfaction of those with whom 
had official transaction. 

In 1838 he was elected as a member of Congres, 
and continued in that character until his death, 
To you, sir, and bis associates here, I need sy 
nothing. You have witnessed his course; you ap. 
preciate his worth asa map, and his usefulnessas 
































a member of this body. And notwithstanding the MMM da, pl 
political asperity of the times during which he ba IMM the ¢ 
been a member—and although he has been fim HIM goast 
and unwavering in his political course—yet I be MMR glo | 
- lieve he never indulged in a sentiment, or suffered IMM ferred 
an expression to escape his lips, at which even the On 
most sensitive political opponent could justly take papers 
exception. His errors and infirmities, if any & IM confr 
had—and none are faultless—‘‘were of the head, and IMB ordere 
not of the heart.” He was amiable, generous, and IM referr 
forgiving in his disposition; his home was th Als 
centre of kindness and hospitality; and his band I draw | 
ever open to the calls of charity. It may be sil jam I 
of him, and can with truth be said of him, that Mr. 


he has gone, and left not an enemy behind hia. 
In his lamented death, Georgia has lost one of bet 
most useful, virtuous, and talented citizens—one of 
her most distinguished, patriotic, and cherished 
sons; and his family have sustained a loss which 
cannot be repaired by time. “May that Being who 
tempers the wind to the shorn lamb,” e@omfort and 
sustain them in this, their deep affliction; and my 
this memento of our mortality make a deep 
lasting impression upon our hearts, and cause ts 
well to consider the admoni'ion addressed to us it 
the word of truth, which is enforced by this solem 
dispensation—“Be ye also ready, for in sucha 
hour as ye think not the son of man cometh.” © 

Mr. G. then offered the usual resolution, 1 
that the members, as a mark of respect {ot 
the memory of the deceased, go into mourning, bf 
wearing crape on the left arm for thirty ¢ 
which was adopted; and, as an additional mark’ 
respect for his memory, 

On motion by Mr. GAMBLE, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 


Turspay, December 20, 1842. 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition from M 
W. Thompson, widow of the late Colonel 
son, praying compensation for certain military 
vices of her late husband, which remain unpe® 
referred to the Commitiee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. MERRICK presented a petition ! 










































m Jobn Bronaugh and Archibald Fleming, praying 
ND jodemnity for losses sustained in carrying the 
“ United States mail, in consequence of the destruc- 
a tion of a part of the Potomac bridge by a freshe': 
ny. ME referred 10 the Committee on the Post Office and 
lich Post Roads se 
Mr. ARCHER presented a peiiiion from Wm. 
A. Weaver, praying compensation for work done 
hi in preparing at the State Department the sixth cen- 
Bu sas of the United States: referred to the Committee 
that on the Judiciary. me 
has Mr. PORTER presented a petition from the 
thi; ME Board of Internal Improvement of the State of 
Michigan, praying an extension of the time allow- 
ed by law for laying down railroad iron imported 
ie ME free of duty: referred to the Committee on Fi- 


j - nance. 

m On motion of Mr. LINN, the petition and pa- 
hich rs of John B. McKown were ordered to be ta- 
nt on ken from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
eath; JE Committee on Claims. 

took Mr. L. also presented a memorial from citizens 
unty, of Platte county, Missouri, praying that a perma- 


Ste nent agent might be appointed, to reside at Wes- 
ton, or some other convenient point in Missouri, 
for the purpose of purchasing, under the direction 
He HE ofthe Secretary of the Navy, such quantity of 


ers of ME water-rotted hemp as might be required for the use 
a lib. of the Government: referred to the Committee on 
ly eu Me Naval Affairs. 

f Up Mr. L. also presented a memorial from citizens 
jNired He of Attleborough, Massachusetts, praying that the 
(wha HM fue of $1,000 may be refunded to General Jack- 
le hai HE son: ordered to lie on the table. 

Under Mr. McROBERTS presented a petition from 
ties of HP citizens of Illinois, praying the repeal of the bank- 
of the MM rapt law: referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
om he ciary. 

Mr. McR. also presented a petition from John 
ngres, Me Dawson, pension agent, Springfield, Illinois, ask- 
death, SS ing compensation for his services as agent: refer- 
od say HS red to the Committee on Pensions. 

‘OU ape Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from the 
ness HM Chamber of Commerce of Appalachicola, Flori 
ing the HB da, praying Congress to make an appropriation for 


the construction of two new light-houses on that 
coast, for the accommodation of commerce; and 
also for the cons!ruction of a marine hospital: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. CONRAD, the petition and 
papers of the heirs of Madame De Lusser, for the 
confirmation of a grant of land in Mobile, were 
ordered to be taken from the files of the Senate, and 
referred te the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Also, on his motion, leave was granted to with- 
draw from the files the petition and papers of Wil- 
ham Dubuys. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a petition from Asahel 
Brainerd, of Cayuga county, Obio, for an exten- 
sion of pension: reterred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he some time since pre- 
sented to the Senate a petition, which was now be- 
fore the Committee on Claims, from Nimrod Far- 








nd him, 




















fort 0 HB row, and Richard Harris, praying compensation for 
znd my MR constructing a fort in Mobile bay. He now pre- 
eep “ senied a petition from Israel Ketchum, a sub-con- 
vase 


tractor under those persons, praying that Congress, 
inmaking an appropriation for the purpose, may 
not disregard the interests of the sub-contractors: 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. BAYARD presented a memorial from the 
President and Directors of the Bank of the Me- 
topoiis, praying that their charler may be modified 
in such manner as they suggest, and which expe- 
fence has pointed out to be necessary: referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. B. also presented a petition from Edward 

Earle, who is desirous that the Government of the 
United Siates should purchase the right for using 
his patent for preserving wood, which he alleges 
is much better than the present mode ofafoing it, 
with corrosive sublimate: referred to the Committee 
oa Naval Affairs. 
On motion of Mr. SMITH of Connecticut, i: 
s ordered that the petition and papers of 
Warebam ope, for a pension, be taken 
om. the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
tee on Pensions, 
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Mr. 8. also presented a petition from Hetty 
Fossett, the widow of John D. Alveys, for a pen- 
sion: referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Oa motion of Mr. SEVIER, it was ordered that 
the petition of Benjamin Murphy be taken from 
the files, and referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. ‘ 
BILLS AND REPORTS. 


Mr. LINN, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of the heirs of Nathaniel Pryor, deceased; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, on leave, introduced a bill to surrender to 
the States of Missouri and Arkansas the alternate 
sections of certain public lands, (reporied as not 
worth the expenses of survey,) for the purpose of 
increasing the value of the public domain con- 
tiguous; which was read twicée, and referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which bad been referred the petition of 
Henry Quackenboss and others, reported a bill to 
authorize the Secretary of the Treasary to make an 
arrangement and compromisé with any of the 
sureties on the bonds of Samuel Swartwont, late 
collector of the port of New York; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. EVANS, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of Barbara Spear, the widow of Jehn Spear, 
Jate an invalid pensioner; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, on leave, introduced a_ bill for regulating 
the currency of foreign gold and silver coin in the 
Uniied States; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BATES, on leave, introduced a bill making 
compensation to pension agents; whieh was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, on leave, introduced a bill to continue the 
office of Commissioner of Pensions; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. FULTON, on leave, introduced a bill to 
authorize the Legislatures of the States of Arkan- 
sas, Louisiana, and Tennessee to sell the lands 

heretofore appropriated for school purposes in 
those States; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill to authorize the settlement 
of the accounts of Joseph Nourse; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, on leave, introduced a 
bill to provide for ascertaining and disposing of 
the lead-minera! lands in the States of Illinois and 
Missouri, and the Territories of Wisconsin and 
Iowa, and for other purposes; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported the following “bills; which were read, and 
ordered to a second reading, viz. 

A bill for the relief of J. R. Vienne; and 

A bill for the relief of Ephraim B. Dixon. 

Mr. BATES, on leave, introduced a till for the 
relief of Elenry Gardner and others, directors of an 
association called the New England Mississippi 
Land Company; which was read twice, and refer- 
red to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, made an adverse report on the petition 
of Benjamin Franklin for a privateer pension; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. W. also, from the Committee on Printing, 
reported in favor of printing the annual report of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office; 
which was concurred in by the Senate; when, 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, five hun- 
dred copics additional of said report were ordered 


to be printed. 
: CLAIMANTS. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said he had been request- 
ed to move that the memorial and papers of Sam- 
uel Brown, late naval officer at Providence, Rhode 
Island, praying compensation for extra services, be 
taken from the files of the Senate and referred. 

Mr. H. remarked, that a verbai report had been 
made agaiust the prayer of this petition, and con- 
curred in by the Senate previous to the passage of 



























tbe rule of the last session, which provided that 
whenever a claim shall have been reported against, 
in writing, by either of the standing committees, 
and the report concurred in by the Senate, it should 
not be in order to present that claim to the consid- 
eration ef the Senate, except upon a new petition 
from the claimant pointing out an error in the de- 
cision of the committee, or presenting new evidence 
in support of the claim. Mr. H. did not know 
what course to take with reference to this claim, 
and wished to have the sense of the Senate whether 
its presentation was admissible under the rale; 
the report against it being but a verbal one, and that 
having been made previous to the passage of the 
rule. 

The CHAIR was understood to say that hereto- 
fore the rule had been construed as restrospective 
in ifs operation; but in this case a further 
question was‘presen'ed—whether the rule, which 
required a written report to be made, should be 
construed to exclude cases upon which verbal re- 
ports only were made. 

A discussion here arose, as to the proper con- 
struction of the rule, in which Messrs. HUNT- 
INGTON, LINN, KING, CLAYTON, and 
PHELPS participated, maintaining that the rule 
was intended to be retrospective in its operation, to 
prevent the re-presentation of those old cases so fre- 
quently reported against; but were willing to make 
an exception to this case, upon which a verbal re- 
port only was made, when a written report was re« 
quired by the rule. 

Mr. GRAHAM said the difficulty could be 
avoided by admitting this petition by unanimous 
consent, on the ground of non-compliance with the 
rule, which required a written report; and then to 
amend the rule, as suggested by the Senator from 
Vermont, (Mr. Fueces,] to make all cases admissi- 
ble, upon which no written report had been made. 

This suggestion was yielded to, and the petition 
was ordered to be taken from the files, and re- 
ferred. 

Mr. PHELPS submitted the following: 

That the rule of the Senate adopted on the 26th of January, 
1842, be amended by the following: Provided, That this rule 
shall not extend to any cases whereon adverse reports, not in 
writing, may have been made previous to the said 26th day of 
January, 1842. 

This amendment lies over one day, under the 
rules. 

The following resolution of Mr. Conrap was 
taken up and adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to communicate to the Senate whether any, and what, amount 
of money has been refunded to claimants in virtue of the act 
entitled “An act in relation to fands held in the Greensburg 
(late St. Helena) district,in the State of Louisiana,and authoriz- 
ing the resurvey of certain lands in said district,” approved 
August 29, 1842; whether, in any cases, the claimants have re- 
ceived reimbursement of the price paid by them for lands in 
complying, or offering to comply, with the provisions of said 
act, and such reimbursement has been refused, and the reasons 


for such refusal; and whether any, and what, proceedings have 
taken place under said act. 


THE AFRICAN SQUADRON. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. Ben- 
TON some days ago, was taken up for considera- 
tion: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to inform the Sen- 
ate whetherthe quintuple treaty, for the suppression of the 
slave-trade,has been communicated to the Government of the 
United States in any form whatever; and, if so, by whom; for 
what purpose; and what answer may have been returned to 
sichcommunication. Also, to communicate to the Renate all 
the information which may have been received by the Govern- 
ment of the United States, going to show that the “course which 
this Government might take in relation to said treaty has 
excited no amall degree of aitention and discussion in Eu- 
rope.” Also, to inform the Senate how far the “warm animad- 
versions,’’ and “the great political excitement” which this trea- 
ty has caused in Europe, have any application or reference to 
these United States. Also, to inform the Senate what danger 
there was that “the laws and the obligations” of the United 
States in relation to the suppression§of the slave-trade weuld 
be “executed by others’’ if we did not “remove their pretext 
and motive for violating our flag and executing our laws,” 
by entering into the stipulations for the African squadron, and 
the remonstrating sentences which are contained in the S8thand 
9th articles of the late British treaty. And, also, to communi- 
cate to the Senate all the correspondence which may have been 
received from our ministers abroad, having relation to the fore. 
going points of inquiry. 

Mr. ARCHER inguired if the Senator from Mis- 
souri intended to make any remazks on the sub- 
jet? was 

Mr. BENTON intimated that he did not con- 
ceive any necessary, unlesscalied for in reply, . 

Mr. ARCHER said he believed he could give 
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the Senator,from Missouri al) the information that 
he would be enabled to obtain by the adoption of 
thie resolution. The Senator would perceive, by 
reference to the message of the President, of Au- 


gust last, communicating the treaty between the | 


United States and Great Britain, that an answer to 


the first branch of his interrogatories was there | 
The President had there declared that the || 
quintuple treaty had not been communicated to | 
this Government by any of the parties to that | 


given. 


treaty. It was very true, that the Government of 


the United States had got information of the char- | 
acter of that treaty, as seemed to be the case with | 
regard to the various Governments of Europe; but 


it had not yet been officially communicated. 


As to the other matters inquired for by the reso- | 


lution, the same answer would, he thonght, equally 
apply to them. 


It was within the knowledge of the honorable Sen- 
ator himself, that—in consequence, perhaps, of the 
importance of the treaty itseif, or, perhaps, in con- 


sequence of the attention which had been attracted | 


The Government had no other | 
means of obtaining information, than that pos- | 
sessed by the gentleman from Missouri himself. 


would execute eur laws if we did not; and 
execute them in a way to violate our flag. 
This is presented as an argument to operate on 
the mind of the Senate, in favor of the rati- 
fication, when it might be an argument against 
carrying it into effect; for this country was not to 
be dragooned into an alliance. The whole case, 
as made out in the President’s message of August 
last, went to show that the holy allies had taken 
our conduct into their consideration; and that Great 
Britain was going to execute our laws for us, if 
we did not execute them ourselves; and that this 
squadron and these remonstrating ambassadors 
were the price which we paid to appease the holy 
allies, and to escape seaich from Great Britain. 
This was the aspect of the message; and he wished 
to know whether there were facts to justify it. If 
there were, he thought it a case for resistance, not 
for submission. 

Mr. ARCHER desired to say a single word, in 
relation to this matter, to the Senator from Mis- 
souri, and to the Senate. He presumed no one 


| would contend that it comported with the dignity of 


to it by General Cass—it bad become a subject of || 


discussion and of animadversion throughout Eu- 
rope, as well as the United States. 


The next branch of inquiry contained in the res- 


olation, as he (Mr, Arcner) understood i', was in 


by the Executive of the United States as to the 
course which this Government ought to pursue in 
reference to the slave-trade. He (Mr. A.) would 


at least presume that the honorable Senator from | 
Missouri was indifferent, as he himself was, as to | 


the opinions entertained by the President upon this 
subject; and he would therefore submit to the hon- 


orable Senator whether there could be any propriety | 
He would | 
|| strong political excitement throughout Europe in 
| relation to that treaty. 
| one of the greatest nations in the world—a subject 


or necessity for asking these opinions. 
ask, then, inasmuch as there had been no official 


communication on the subject between this and | 


any foreign Government, wherefore should a call 


bs made for information which could not be ren- | 


that body to make acall upon the Executive for 
information, when they were sufficiently advised 
that no information could be obtained. And, to be 
convinced that none could be obtained, it was only 
necessary to refer to the message of the President. 


| What, then, was the object of this resolution? 


dered? The President had merely expressed an | 


opinion that it was best to execute oar own laws, 


and not submit to the indignity of having them ex- | 


ecuted for us by other nations. 
The Senator from Missouri, he was sure, would 
concur with him, thatas there were no facts in the 


possession of the Executive, which were not equal- | . ‘ 
‘| duced in Europe? The President had stated this 


ly in the possession of the Senator himself, there 


could be no necessity for the resolution of inquiry. | 
He hoped, therefore, the honorable Senator would | 
be wiliing that the motion which he was now about | 


to make, tolay the resolution upon the table, should 
prevail. 
Mr. BENTON replied to the gentleman from 


Virginia, [Mr. Ancuer J and said his resolution of | 
inquiry was founded upon the President’s message 


of August last, recommending the ratification of 


the British treaty; and all the points of inquiry | 
He 


made by him were found in that message. 
would have made the cali at the last session, when 





the treaty was ratified; but there was no time for | 


it. The treaty came at the end of a nine months’ 


session, in the midst of the dog-days, and when | 


there was no time for inquiries 
priations for the treaty were still to be made; and 
the information he wanted, would be used when 


the supplies for the African squadron were de- || 


manded. The message says the quintuple alliance 
‘was not officially communicated to the Government. 


Bat the appro- || : 
‘| to obtain assistance from other powers in the exe- 
\| cution of our own laws? 


cated; and if so, the country ought to know by | 


whom, and for what purpose. The message 
speaks of our condact in relation to that treaty, as 
being the subject of attention and discussion in 
Europe; and tells us of warm animadversions, and 
great political excitement, in relation to it. Of 
course, it is the parties to this quintuple treaty—the 
holy allies—who are giving us this attention, and 
making us the subject of this discussion; who be- 
stow this animadversion, and experience this great 
excitement;—and it is cer'ainly right that the peo- 
ple of the United States should know what all this 
portends; and how far the affairs of the United 
Sates are taken into the keeping of the holy 
allies. The message also presents, as an ar- 
gament for the African squadron, tbat others 


| 
| 
| 
| 





relation to the opinion which had been expressed || Wasita resolution of crimination? The Sena’or 


|| was informed that there had been no communica- 


tion made to this Government by the parties to the 
quintuple treaty: how, then, could he expect to ob- 
tain the information he asked? 
[Mr. A. here read a portion of the message.] 
He would put it to the bonorable Senator him- 


|| self, whether it was not just as much within his 


own knowledge, as within that of the Government, 
that there had been warm animadversions and 


It had been in France— 


of such violent political excitement, that the Gov- 
ernment had actually, as he had been informed, 


| determined to renounce all participation in it. 
| Could there be any higher evidence than this that 
| the comments of the President were founded upon 
| the facts connected with this subjeci? 
| anything more notorious than the high state of po- 


Was there 
litical excitement which this very subject had pro- 


fact, and given his own opinion uponit. And he 


| (Mr. A.) confessed he thought the honorable Sena- 
| tor from Missouri would have concurred with him 
| in the opinion, that if they were to have laws or 


provisions formed in reference to their obligations 


| towards other nations, they should at least take up- 
| on themselves the execution of those laws. 


Did 
the honorable Senator desire to be understood as 
urging it asa ground of demerit in the President, 
that he expressed the opinion that we should be the 
sole executors of our own’ laws—that we should 
ourselves give them force and efficacy? Did the 
mere expression of this abstract opinion involve 


| the inference which the honorable Senator intend- 
| ed to draw, that there had been—what? That 


there had been efforts on the part of thisGovernment 


There was not the least 
ground for such a presumption. 


How could the Government, by any possibility, 


| furnish the evidence demanded by the honorable 
This implies that it was unofficially communi- | 


Senator, when they were told by the Executive 
that he had had no negotiations upon the subject 
with any power whatever? There being, then, no 
information in the possession of the Government 
going to answer the inquiry contained in the reso- 
lution, he would submit to the honorable Senator 
whether it was fit that they should send a crimina- 
tory ora vindictive resolution to the President. He 
would put it to the honorable Senator, if it was 
really information that he sought. The honorable 
Senator knew full well there was no information 
that he could receive. His object, then, with all 
due respect to the honorable Senator, he (Mr. A.) 
must suppose was merely to utter a denunciation 
against the Executive. This being bis view of the 
case, be felt bound to move that the resolution be 
laid upon the table. 


Mr. KING suggested that it would ‘be better 
postpone its consideration, and, in the mean time, 
order it to be printed. 

Mr. ARCHER said he intended no discourtesy 
towards any honorable Senator; and if DY one 
desired to discuss the resolution further, he woyjj 
withdraw the motion. 

Mr. BENTON observed that he wanted the jp. 
formation, not for crimination, but for use on the 
discussion of the appropriation. Everything jy 
relation to the origin and cause of this Africa, 
squadron would then be wanting; for he, for 
meant to resist the appropriations for this Africa, 
crusade. He said the gentleman from Virginiy 
(Mr. Ancner] was mistaken in supposing that he 
wanted the opinions of the Administration. Ny 
so. He had their opinions in the August 
and he wished to see whether they had any fagy 
for the opinions they then delivered. He wishe 
to see if the holy allies were animadverting po 
us, and whether Great Britain intended to search 
our ships if we did not join her in the African aj. 
ance. This seemed to be the opinion of the Adm. 
istration; and Mr. B, wished to see if they had ay 
foundation for it. With this view, be called fo 
all the information they possessed, and especially 
for the correspondence of our ministers abroad, 
He felt certain that those ministers must have wri. 
ten on the subject. It could not be supposed tha 
the President had founded his communication jp 
the Senate on coffee-house discussions, or on news 
paper discussions, or even on the debates of th 
French Chambers: there was nothing in all that 
alarm us, or to show that the holy allies were 
cupying themselves with our affairs. The Presi 
dent must have had official correspondence on the 
subject, even if he had no official communication 
of the treaty: and he wished to see that corre 
pondence. He had a right to see it, and should jp 
sist upon his right. 

Mr. B. then read the paragraphs from the Pres. 
dent’s message of August last; and argued thi 
every inquiry was bottomed upon the message, ani 
proper for the information of Congress and th 
country. The paragraphs were as follows: 

“It is known that, in December last, a ao ene 
London, by the representatives of England, France, Rusia 
Prussia, and Austria, having for its professed object a strog 
and united effort of the five powers to put an end to the traflir, 
This treaty was not officially communicated to the Governmer 
of the United States; but its provisions and stipulations are sup 
posed to be accurately known to the public. It is understood 
to be not yet ratified on the part of France, 

“No a or request has been made to this Goven- 
ment to me party to this treaty; but the course it migk 
take in regard toit, has excited no small degree of attention 
and discussionin Europe, as the principle upon which it it 
founded, and the stipulations which it contains, have cause 
warm animadversions and great political excitement. 

“In my message at the commencement of the present session 
of Congress, I endeavored to state the principles which ths 
Government supports respecting the right of search and the 
immunity of flags. Desirous of maintaining those princi 
fully, at the same time that existing obligations should be ful 
filled, I have thought it most consistent with the honor and dig 
nity of the country that it should execute its own laws, an 
perform its own obligations, by its own means and iis os 
power. The examination or visitation of the merchant ¥ 
of one nation, by the cruisers of another, for any pu a 
cept those known and acknowledged by the Jaw of nations 
under whatever restraints or regulations it may take place, may 
lead todangerous results. Jt is far better, by other mean, 
to supersede any supposed necessity, or any motive, for wth 
examination or visit. Interference with a merchant 
by an armed cruiser, is always a delicate presssene, 7° 
touch the point of national honor, as well as to affect the inter 
ests ofindividuals. Jt has been thought, therefore, — 
not only in accordance with the stipulations of the treaty 
Ghent, but, at the same time, as removing all preteston tte 
part of others for violating the immunities of the Americ 
flag upon the seas, as they exist and are defined by thelaw 
nations, to enter into the articles now submitted to the Se 

Mr. B. said these paragraphs presented grat 
matter for the consideration of the Congress at 
the country. They were gravely presented to! 
Senate, to influence its action on the treaty;am™ 
from the case which they present, it is perlecty, 
clear tbat this squadron is our tribute in men al¢ 
ships to appease the holy allies, and tof 
Great Britain from searching us. It is clear, 
these paragraphs, that this five years’ alliance is 
price Which we pay for these favors. Now, 
might or it might not be so. In either event, 
have a right to know; and in either event, the 
ministration is on the horn of a dilemma. 
holy allies and Great Britain are guing to take 
in band if we do not give them this 
ron, then it was cowardice and national ¢ 
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